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Loutslana Omithological Saclety's
LOUISIA_NA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
Report Form

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on the
Louisiana Bird Records Committee (LBRC) Review List. The LBRC recommends the use of this
form or a similar format when submitting records for review {to assure that all pertinent
informatlion is accounted for). Aftach additional pages as necessary., Please print or type.
Attach xerox of field notes, drawings, photographs, or tape recordings, if available. Include all
photos for more obscurely marked-species. When completed, mail to Secretary, Louisiana Bird
Records Committes, c/o Museum of Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State.
University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-3216.

1. Eng'llsh and Scientlfic names: Ukstern Grebe , Adcémqpéaﬂdf_ﬁ ,
' o Cr 4@41, Z"a //:5*

2. Number of Individuals, sexes, sges, genersl plumage (e.9., 2 in alternate
plumage): 3, age and $ex cordd ot be. dtZrrminicd
3.  Locality: LOUISIANA: | 3¢, Bernard

~ (parlsh) :
marsh__beside OMAMM Da”?,_,

 (specitic locallty) .
4, Date{s) when obhserved: 237D / (945

5. Time(s) of day when observed:

/i00a.mi.
6. Reporting observer and address:
J’g.nm‘fer . Lon /50/7
2i34 Alehle Ave.
- Arabi, LA 70032
7. Other observers accompanying reporter who also Identifled the bird(s):
“Theras D. Coud $0)

8. Other obssrvers who Independently Identifled the bird(s):
&

9.  Light conditlons (position of bird in reiation to shade and to direction an%’ amount of
light): M“W;Wf - on sede of & s
Ot o Stert tatrind 3 oveidiiad [ et
10. Optical equipment (type, power, condition): P
— Nikon  Traweldledl bincecelire. /ngm—vzjwdzl@a,

11. Distance to bird(s): — Sebac 20x 'W{'hmd@ﬂ-"wmf‘
G’ogll .%Q ) brinj, %Trf&’i)
12. Duration of sarvatlon:
[0 it \ '

13. Habltat: _ .
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2134 Mehle Avenue
Arabi, LA 70032
(504) 279-8549

January I, 1996

Glenn Qusset
3005 Charles Drive
Chalmette, LA 70043

Dear Glenn,

This letter documents our recent (12/30/95) telephone conversation concerning the three
western grebes Tom and I saw during the Christmas Bird Count and the horned grebes we saw at
almost the same location six days later. Observations were made on the east side of the B.F.L.
Crescent Acres Landfill in the late morning to 12;00 noon.

On Saturday, December 23, 1995 TDC and I observed three western grebes. The only other
species of grebe we saw was the pied-billed grebe. '

On Friday, December 29, 1995 TDC and I revisited the landfill and could not find the western
grebes. We did observe two horned grebes (they were approximately 250 yards from
where we sighted the western grebes) and many pied-billed grebes.

I omitted horned grebes from my description of the western grebes because I did not consider
them to be similar enough that anyone would doubt our identification. The horned grebe is
roughly one-half the size of a western grebe. In fact, the horned grebe is approximately the size
of the pied-billed grebe although the horned has a thicker neck and a larger head. As I stated in
my account of the western grebes, a pied-billed grebe fed in the near vicimty of the western
grebes, and the pied-billed grebe was noticeably smaller. Horned grebes also have black bills
while western grebes have yellow-green bills.

Aside form their large size, the most striking feature I observed, that called to mind "western
grebe" instantly, was the long, almost swan-like neck. The birds swam with their necks erect. All
three western grebes swam so close together that they sometimes appeared to touch each other as
they swam. They swam fast, moved rapidly across the water, and changed directions several
times as if they were agitated. |






When we observed the horned grebes (on 12/29/95), we first observed them with binoculars and-
then with the scope on low power (20 X and hand-held), in order to duplicate the conditions
under which we observed the western grebes (12/23/95). We are thoroughly convinced that we

did see and correctly identify three western grebes on 12/23/95 and that these were not simply the
horned grebes we observed on 12/29/95.

Sincerely, .
/ @ &L“-—Z’)M@(_/

Jennifer O. Coulson






