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The Louisiana Bird Records Committee (henceforth LBRC or Committee) was established in 1979 

to evaluate and archive records of unusual species that occur in Louisiana. All records submitted to the 

LBRC are housed at the Louisiana State University Museum of Natural Science (LSUMNS). Following 

submission (in the form of observers’ written reports, copies of field notes, photographs, tape recordings, 

or specimens), each record is subjected to critical evaluation by each of the seven elected LBRC Members 

(in accordance with LBRC Bylaws LOS News No. 87; Bylaws updated March 1990) in an objective effort to 

determine their acceptability and, thereby, aid in the understanding of patterns of occurrence of rarities 

in the state.  

The review process begins with the receipt of a record. The record is assigned a LBRC number, 

indicating the year of receipt and an identification number. The Secretary groups records into “Rounds,” 

usually containing 10-15 individual records. If multiple observers are involved, a particular record may 

not begin circulation until approximately one year after receipt, to ensure that as much documentation 

as possible has been received prior to beginning evaluation. Each record in a Round is first voted upon by 

the Secretary and then the Round is “circulated” to each of the other members (usually by mail) for their 

votes and comments. Voting categories include: acceptable; unacceptable on the basis of questionable 

identification; and unacceptable on the basis of questionable origin. Members must provide comments 

that explain “unacceptable” votes. Each Member has one month in which to review and vote on a Round 

of records. Therefore, a Round may take up to 6-7 months to complete its first “circulation,” even if there 

are no delays during the review process.  

A record is accepted or not accepted after one circulation if the vote is unanimous. A record that 

does not receive a unanimous vote on the first circulation is re-circulated, along with the votes and any 

comments of the members. Consultation between members about individual records is not allowed for 

first circulation records but is allowed on subsequent circulations. Members must provide explanatory 

comments for all votes on re-circulating records. After a second circulation, a record is considered 

accepted if it receives no more than one “unacceptable” vote and is considered not accepted if it receives 

four or more “unacceptable” votes. Any other combination of votes requires re-circulation of the record 

and cumulative members’ comments. If, after a third circulation, a deciding vote has not been reached, 

then the issue must be decided at a meeting of the full Committee; the record is considered accepted if it 

receives no more than one “unacceptable” vote. Such records (requiring the equivalent of four 

circulations), may be in circulation for a minimum of 2-3 years. Inquiries regarding the progress of 

particular records may be directed to the Secretary.  

There are no set criteria for evaluation of records by LBRC Members. Members evaluate reports 

based upon what they feel is sufficient documentation to support a particular record. Members evaluate 

records conservatively, taking into consideration that, if there is some question about the identification 

or origin of the reported species, then it is better not to accept potentially “good” records than to 



endorse potentially incorrect records. All records, whether accepted or not accepted, are retained in the 

LBRC archives, where they can be accessed by individuals who may wish to draw their own conclusions, 

or reevaluated in the future (see Roseate Tem account in this report). Of the records reported herein, 79 

percent were accepted, a relatively high percentage (see Lasley 1991 – Texas Rare Bird Committee 

acceptance "rate of only 56 percent). The average acceptance rate for LBRC records is approximately 79 

percent (Dittmann 1990, Schulenberg 1988).  

The Committee periodically updates a “Review List” of species that qualify for submission to the 

LBRC (see end of report) and solicits information for species on this list or species not on the official 

Louisiana State List. Generally, as in the past, species qualifying for the Review List average four or fewer 

occurrences annually over the past ten-year period, or pose a significant identification problem. Due to 

the volume of records submitted, and the lengthy review process, out-of-season records of species that 

are otherwise not unusual have not been considered, although the LBRC will review specific records if 

requested. The Review List currently includes 120 species, or 28 percent of the 431 species currently on 

the State List. Species are removed from the Review List when the frequency of records exceeds Review 

List criteria. The LBRC provides standardized reporting forms to aid in writing reports; forms may be 

obtained from the Secretary. Submission of additional supporting documentation, including photographs 

and tape recordings, is strongly encouraged. Guidelines for submission of documentation to the Louisiana 

Bird Records Committee are discussed in Dittmann & Cardiff (1990). Dittmann and Lasley (1992) provided 

a more thorough discussion of how to provide documentation for rarities.  

One hundred and sixteen records are included in the seventh report of the Committee. Records 

are grouped under subheadings: Accepted Records; Unaccepted Records (Identification Questionable); 

and Unaccepted Records (Identification Accepted but Origin Questionable). The species accounts follow 

the taxonomic sequence of Check-list of North American Birds (AOU 1983, and supplements). Within each 

species account, records are arranged chronologically, and include the age and sex (if known), number of 

individuals, LBRC record number, date(s) of observation, locality (parish names in italics), and observers. 

Observers who contributed reports are listed by their full names. If multiple observers are listed, 

boldfaced names or initials indicate the original identifier or finder (if unequivocally mentioned on Report 

Forms or known to the Secretary). Other persons mentioned in reports as observers, but who did not 

themselves submit a report, are listed only by their initials (this will be the last report of the Committee 

to list individuals mentioned in reports that did not themselves submit documentation; this change will 

streamline future LBRC reports, and hopefully encourage more observers to submit their own reports so 

that they can be recognized for their contributions). Observer’s names or initials are not included for 

records not accepted. If photographs were submitted, these are denoted by “(ph)” following the name or 

initials of the photographer. An “ABF” following a name or initials indicates that a 3" X 5" observation 

card (used to report sightings to the LSUMNS/American Birds Central Southern Region files) was used as 

supporting documentation. All specimens are deposited at LSUMNS (formerly Louisiana State University 

Museum of Zoology) and are indicated by “LSUMZ” and the specimen catalogue number. Records 

appearing in American Birds Central Southern Regional Reports and Louisiana Christmas Bird Counts are 

referred to by volume, number, and page number  (e. g., “AB 31(4):43 1" refers to American Birds Vol. 31, 

Number 4, page 431).  

Records in this report have been reviewed by all or some of the following former or current LBRC 

Members: Steven W. Cardiff, D. Bruce Crider, Donna L. Dittmann, Joseph P. Kleiman, Horace H. Jeter, 



Charles E. Lyon, Paul M. McKenzie, Robert D. Purrington, David P. Muth, B. Mac Myers III, J. V. Remsen, 

Jr., Thomas S. Schulenberg, Alfred E. Smalley, and James Stewart.  Cardiff, Dittmann (Secretary), Kleiman, 

Lyon, Muth (Chair), Smalley, and Ronald J. Stein are the current Members (as of Mar. 1994). This report 

includes the first state records of Cave Swallow, Red-faced Warbler, and Shiny Cowbird. Other notable 

records include the second state record of Lucy's Warbler, the third state records of Eurasian Wigeon and 

Curlew Sandpiper, and the third and fourth state records of Arctic Tern. Roseate Tern is officially 

removed from the State List. Since the Sixth Report (Dittmann 1990), several species have been added or 

deleted from the Review List. On the basis of decreasing frequency in the state, Crested Caracara 

(Caracara plancus) and Bell`s Vireo (Vireo bellii) were added on 18 May 1991. Broad-billed Hummingbird 

(Cynanthus latirostris) and Red-naped Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus nuchalis) are provisionally added pending 

acceptance of records currently under review. Two species have been removed from the Review List: 

Ross' Goose and House Finch. Both these species now average many more than four records per year.  

 

Accepted Records 

WiIson’s Storm-Petrel (Oceanites oceanicus) 

Four (85-29) on 29 Jun. 1985, Gulf of Mexico: 62 nautical mi. south of Raccoon Point; B. Mac Myers III (AB 

39(5):921).  

Although coverage of offshore waters is still limited, and there are still relatively few records of this 

species for the state, the Committee believed that available information suggests that this species is a 

regular visitor to Louisiana waters, prompting its removal from the Review List on 25 Apr. 1986.  The 

Committee requests documentation for unreviewed records from prior to this date. All sightings should 

be reported to LSUMNS.  

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna autumnalis)  

Six (89-137) on 10 Feb. 1988, Cameron: Lacassine N.W.R.; David P. Muth, GS, CK (ducks reported to 

observers by BB (AB 42(2):275).  

Nine (88-17) on 7 May 1988, Cameron: 2nd Bayou field, north of Holly Beach; Norton Nelkin, Robert D. 

Purrington (erroneously reported as 6 May in AB 42(3):445).  

Ten to twelve individuals (89-126) on 28 Apr. 1989, Cameron: Lacassine N.W.R.; Paul McKenzie, DM, DBC, 

NLN, SN, JM; David P. Muth, BMM, RJ. Seventy individuals were reported in AB 43(3):492.  

Two (89-125) on 3 Jun. 1989, Cameron: Lacassine N.W.R.; Alfred E. Smalley.  

This species was removed from the Review List on 31 Mar. 1990. Identification is relatively 

straightforward, and the species now averages more than four records per year, even breeding 

occasionally in southwestern Louisiana (Stephen R. Emmons pers. comm.(ph)). Please submit sightings of 

this species to LSUMNS on 3" X 5" cards, especially those pertaining to breeding.  



Ross' Goose (Chen rossii)  

Eleven adults (89-76) on 4 Mar. 1989, Caddo: near Dixie; Charles E. Lyon, JM, HJ, LR (AB 43: 3(495).  

Ross' Goose was removed from the Review List on 31 Mar. 1990. Although identification, especially at 

long distances and for inexperienced observers, is not a trivial matter, and Ross' X Snow goose hybrids 

are known (Trauger et al. 1971), heavier coverage of the rice growing areas of southwestern Louisiana 

indicates that modest numbers of this species are regularly present in winter in large flocks of Snow 

Geese. Observations away from southwestern Louisiana or from other seasons should still be 

documented and submitted to LSUMNS.  

Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope)  

One adult male (90-4) on 9 Jan.-4 Feb. 1990, Lafourche: Port Fourchon, on Theriot Road: (on 9 Jan.) Gay 

Gomez, RG, (on 13 Jan.) Joseph P. Kleiman, JH, JHo, (on 14 Jan.) Al & Gwen Smalley (ph), John Sevenair, 

(on 21 Jan.) Curtis A. Marantz,  CLC, (on 4 Feb.) Norton Nelkin, RDP, BMM (AB 44(2):280). This represents 

the third state record.  

White-tailed Kite (Elanus leucurus)  

One (82-25) on 15-17 Oct. 1982, Pointe Coupee: Blanks; Neil Smith III (AB 37(2).190). Three original black 

and white photo prints were submitted as documentation for this record. The observer did not include a 

description of the bird in addition to the photographs. The Round that contained the photographs was 

lost in the mail during the record's first circulation. Only two members had the opportunity to review the 

prints before they were lost. Duplicate photographs were requested from the observer, but never 

received. The photographs were photocopied prior to the record's circulation, but the photocopy 

reproductions were of very poor quality. Nonetheless, the acceptance of this record was based on the 

photocopies, and reinforced by the comments of the two members that were able to see the original 

prints. Both members stated that the photos were "unmistakable" and "leave no doubt" as to the correct 

identification of this species. The loss of these photographs precipitated the LBRC's policy of 

photographically duplicating all photographic material prior to a record's circulation.  

One or two (89-43) on 17 Dec. 1988, Cameron: along Hwy. 27, from vicinity of west ferry landing at 

Calcasieu River, to Holly Beach; Charles A. Butterworth, BF, B. Mac Myers III (ABF), David Hunter (ABF), 

BT, FMB (ph). Kites were observed by three different parties on the Sabine N.W.R. CBC in the vicinity of 

the W. Calcasieu ferry landing and Holly Beach. Although three or more kites may have been involved, 

the reports did not adequately address the possibility of fewer individuals moving over a wide area.  

Three individuals are reported in AB 43(4):98.  

The White-tailed Kite (Elanus Ieucurus) is once again considered a valid species (AOU, in press) after 

spending a decade as a subspecies of the Old World Black-shouldered Kite (Elanus caeruleus). This 

species was removed from the Review List on 11 Mar. 1989, after the number of records began to 

consistently exceed the four per year average.  

 



Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni)  

One first year light morph (87-19) on 7 Feb. 1987, Plaquemines: U.S. Coast Guard station, 1 mi. south of 

Venice; Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W. Cardiff (ph), DPM (AB 41(2):292).  

One immature light morph (89-133) on 10 Dec. 1987, Lafayette: junction of Hwys. 720 and 95; Donna L. 

Dittmann, SWC (AB 42(2):276).  

Swainson's Hawk was removed from the Review List on 29 Apr. 1988. It is an uncommon but regular 

spring migrant in southwestern Louisiana, with recent evidence of breeding there (AB 46(5): 1144); it is a 

rare spring and fall migrant elsewhere in Louisiana. There are relatively few acceptable winter records of 

this species from anywhere in North America. All sightings should be reported to LSUMNS on 3" X 5" 

cards with supporting documentation.  

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)  

One immature (89-68) on 26 Nov. 1986, Jefferson Davis: 6 mi. south of Welsh on Hwy. 99. The bird was 

found injured by William Evans, brought to LSUMNS, and then transferred to the Raptor Rehabilitation 

Unit (RRU) at the LSU School of Veterinary Medicine. The bird was rehabilitated and released by Donna L. 

Dittmann, Mike Flynn, and other RRU staff on 1 May 1987 at Lacassine NWR. Photographs of the bird 

were published in the State Times, Morning Advocate Sunday Magazine, and television spots were 

carried in Baton Rouge and Lake Charles.  

One immature (89-50) on 4 Oct. 1988, Cameron: Willow Island, 7 mi. E Cameron; Donna L. Dittmann & 

Steven W. Cardiff (AB 43(1): 117).  

Yellow Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis)  

Five (89-34) on 19 Nov. 1988, Jefferson Davis, 6 mi. north of Roanoke, at junction of Hwys. 395 and 102; 

Gwen & Al Smalley, John P. Sevenair.  

Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis)  

Two singing males (89-103) on 24 Apr. 1982, Cameron: 0.5 mi. NNE Creole; Steven W. Cardiff (one 

collected, LSUMZ #104011), MBR, GHR (AB 42(5):862).  

The status of this species in Louisiana is still poorly understood.  

Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima)  

One in basic plumage (89- 42) on 17 Dec. 1988, Cameron: west jetty, 1/2 mi. south of mouth Calcasieu 

Pass; Donna L. Dittmann (ph); JS (AB 43(4):599,987). What was most likely the same individual was 

present on the east jetty at mouth Calcasieu Pass on 28 Feb. 1989 (Stephan J. Schoech; erroneously 

reported as 28 Jan. in AB 43(2):326), 30 Mar./1 Apr. 1989 (Janice Nicholls, T&AMM), and 2 Apr. 1989 

(Steve P. Gary; AB 43(3):493).  



One in basic plumage (89- 39) on 18 Dec. 1988, Cameron: 2 mi. west of Holly Beach; Phillip Wallace, Cecil 

Kersting, Curtis A. Marantz, CS, SWC (ph), DLD, DPM, KVR, GHR, PES, A. & G. Smalley (ph), (AB 43(2):326).  

These records are the third and fourth for Louisiana.  

Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea)  

One (female or first year bird) in alternate plumage (90-38) on 4-5 May 1990, Vermilion: Vincent Refuge, 

approximately 4 mi. north of Kaplan on Hwy. 35 (AB 44(3)441); (on 4 May) Kenneth V. Rosenberg (ph); 

(on 5 May) Curtis Marantz, Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W. Cardiff, JVR, DPM, RDP, MMS, JPK, DPa, HDP, 

DH.  

This is the third state record.  

Ruff (Philomachus pugnax)  

One female in basic plumage (89-78) on 16 Dec. 1988, Vermilion: approx. 5 mi. north of Kaplan, inter-

section of Hwys. 699 and 35; David N. Pashley, KVR (ph), DW, MG, PPM (AB 43(2):326; AB 43(4):599, 

981).  

Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria)  

One in basic plumage (89-155) on 30 Oct.-15 Nov. 1989, Lafourche: Port Fourchon on Hwy. 3090, just 

southwest of Hwy. 1; Norton Nelkin, Phillip A. Wallace, John P. Sevenair, Joseph P. Kleiman, Charles Lyon, 

David R Muth, B. Mac Myers III, Al & Gwen (ph) Smalley, R D. Purrington, GG, NLN, CS, EB, DF, JM, DBC, 

(AB 44 (1):106).  

Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus)  

One in first basic plumage (89-69) on 17 Dec. 1988, Cameron: 3 mi. south of East Jetty Beach; Donna L. 

Dittmann (ph), JS (AB 43(2):326, AB 43(4)559,987).  

One immature in extremely worn plumage (89-130) on 28 May 1989, Cameron: 2 mi. W old mouth 

Mermentau River; Steven W. Cardiff (ph, LSUMZ #138113) & Donna L. Dittmann, CAM (AB 43(3):493).  

One in juvenal plumage (89-143) on 23 Sep. 1989, Cameron: 5-6 mi. W old mouth Mermentau River; 

Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W. Cardiff, David P. Muth, A & GS. Erroneously reported as 28 Sep. in AB 44 

(1)106.  

Three light morph sub-adults (91-1) on 24 Apr. 1990, Plaquemines: 1 mi. southwest of Cognac Rig, 11.5 

mi. south of jetty at South Pass; David P. Muth, DBM.  

One dark morph adult (91-2) on 24 Apr. 1990, Plaquemine, 1 mi. southwest of Cognac Rig, 11.5 mi. south 

of jetty at South Pass; David P. Muth, DBM.  



One light morph male in second alternate plumage (90-48) on 15-28 Jul. 1990, Cameron: East Jetty at 

mouth Calcasieu Pass; on 15 Jul., Curtis A. Marantz, KVR, JMB, TScS; on 28 Jul., Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ 

#152023), DLD (AB 44(5): 1147). 

California Gull (Larus californicus)  

One in second basic plumage (89-41) on 21 Jun. 1988, Cameron: East Jetty Beach; Donna L. Dittmann & 

Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ #135922). Erroneously reported as 21 Jul. in AB 42(2): 1302.  

One adult female in fresh basic plumage (89-101) on 16 Oct. 1988, Cameron: 7 mi. W old mouth 

Mermentau River; Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ #138117) & Donna L. Dittmann, DPM (AB 43( 1):118).  

One adult molting from basic to alternate plumage (89-79) on 28 Feb. 1989, Cameron: 5 mi. W Holly 

Beach; Steven W. Cardiff, Donna L. Dittmann (AB 43(2)326).  

One in first alternate molting to second basic plumage (90-1). 28 Oct 1989, Cameron: 4 mi. W old mouth 

Mermentau River; Donna L. Dittmann, Steven W. Cardiff (ph), AK (AB 44(1): 106).  

Thayer's Gull (Larus thayeri) 

 One in first basic plumage (90-25) on 30 Dec. 1989, St. Bernard: Arabi, Crescent Acres Landfill (BFI 

Dump); Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W. Cardiff (ph).  

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus)  

One in third basic molting to alternate plumage (84-41B) on 17 Feb. 1985, Cameron: Johnsons Bayou, 

Ocean View Beach; J. V. Remsen, SWC (ABF), DLD, GHR, NK, CC, G & DS (see also Unaccepted 84-41A). 

This bird was reported as "located on the Johnsons Bayou CBC and present through the end of the 

period" (AB 39(2): 177).  

One adult male molting from alternate to basic plumage (89-100) on 16 Oct. 1988, Cameron: 5 mi. W old 

mouth Mermentau River; Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ #138112) & Donna L. Dittmann, DPM (AB 43(3)493).  

One adult in basic plumage (89-72) on 18 Feb. 1989, St. Bernard: Crescent Acres Landfill (BFI Dump); 

Curtis A. Marantz, DLD, SWC, DPM, BMM, A&GS, DBC, PPM. Erroneously reported as 19 Feb. in AB 

43(2):329.  

One female in extremely worn and bleached first basic plumage (89-128) found dead on 20 May 1989, 

Cameron: East Jetty Beach, 1 mi. E mouth Calcasieu Pass; Steven W. Cardiff & Donna L. Dittmann (LSUMZ 

#138120; AB 43(3):493).  

One in third alternate molting to fourth basic plumage (90-2) on 7 Oct. 1989, and probably the same bird 

on 8 Oct. 1989, Cameron: East Jetty, mouth Calcasieu Pass (on 8 Oct., sitting on water off "Rutherford 

Beach"); Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W. Cardiff (AB 44(1):106).  

The frequency of Lesser Black-backed Gull records has steadily increased since the first reports in the 

early 1980's, and now consistently exceeds four sightings per year. Currently, the species is a rare but 



regular fall migrant, and rare but less regular visitor during winter, spring, and summer; there is every 

reason to believe that the species will continue to appear with increasing frequency. Unfortunately, as 

sightings have increased, submission of records, especially more recent ones, has diminished. Thus, 

documentation of this species' expansion in the state is still incomplete. For this reason, and because 

identification can be complex, Lesser Black-backed Gull remains on the Review List. Please submit concise 

descriptions of this species; photographs are strongly encouraged. Apparent individual variation in size 

and leg color, and recent summer reports of possible Kelp Gulls (Larus dominicanus) further complicate 

matters. Differentiation of Lesser Black-backed and Kelp gulls of all age classes may be problematical. The 

LBRC is also interested in receiving documentation of gulls that possess intermediate characteristics of 

different species (potential hybrids); photographs or specimens are highly desirable for such individuals.  

Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus)  

One female in very worn plumage, beginning molt into first summer plumage (90-50) on 10-11 Jun. 1990, 

Cameron: 1 mi. W old mouth Mermentau River; Donna L. Dittmann (ph) & Steven W. Cardiff (ph, LSUMZ 

#152028). Erroneously reported as present through 22 Jun. in AB 45(5): 1128.  

Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus)  

One third year (89-123) on 27 Mar. 1988, Lafourche: Fourchon Beach; Robert D. Purrington, B. Mac 

Myers III (ph), NN. Date and locality erroneously reported as "28 Mar." and "Fourchons" in AB 42(3)447.  

One adult in alternate plumage (89-88) on 26 Feb. 1989, Lafourche: Fourchon Beach; Robert D. 

Purrington, David P. Muth, LO (ph; AB 43(2):326).  

One female in first alternate plumage (89-132) on 8 May 1989, Cameron: 10 mi. W old mouth 

Mermentau River; Donna L. Dittmann (ph) & Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ #138123; AB 43(3):493).  

Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea)  

One female in first summer plumage (90-47) on 10 Jun. 1990, Cameron: 7 mi. W old mouth Mermentau 

River; Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ #152033), DLD (AB 44(5): 1147).  

Two adults in alternate plumage (90-49) on 23 Jun. 1990, Cameron: "Broussard's Beach,” 10 mi. W old 

mouth Mermentau River, Donna L. Dittmann (ph) & Steven W. Cardiff (AB 44(5):1147).  

These represent the third and fourth records for Louisiana.  

Bridled Tern (Sterna anaethetus)  

Six immatures (89-120) on 29 May 1989, Plaquemines: about 20-24 mi. SSE South Pass of Mississippi 

River; B. Mac Myers III, David P. Muth, R. D. Purrington, DBM. Locality given as "15-20 mi. south of South 

Pass" in AB 43(3):493.  

 

 



Inca Dove (Scardafella inca)  

One (89-109) on 21 Dec. 1985, Cameron: Cameron; Nancy L. Newfield, MT. This species was removed 

from the Review List 25 Apr. 1986. The Committee requests documentation for all records of species 

prior to their removal from the Review List.  

Calliope Hummingbird (Stellula calliope) 

One in female-type plumage (86-73) on 12-18 Nov. 1986, St. John-the-Baptist: Reserve; Ronald J. Stein, 

Kenneth V. Rosenberg (ph), NLN (right #3 rectrix on file at LSUMNS), MMS, DP, DH (AB 41(1):102).  

One immature (90-16) from late Nov. 1987-25 Mar. 1988, St. Charles: Norco, 476 Oak Street; Nancy L. 

Newfield, MA, HC (ph), DH, RJS, (AB 42(2):278 and AB 42(3):448). Banded by NLN on 5 Jan. 1988, banding 

data and rectrix on file at LSUMNS. Present on Reserve-Bonnet Carre' Spillway CBC (AB 43(4):839, 1023).  

One immature male (90-17) on 21 Jan.-9 Apr. 1988, St. John-the-Baptist: LaPlace (SNo residence); Ronald 

J. Stein, SN, MW, (AB 42(2):278 and AB 42(3):448). Banded on 23 Jan. 1988 by NLN, copy of banding 

report and rectrix on file at LSUMNS. 

One female (90-28) on 21 Dec. 1989, East Baton Rouge, Baton Rouge, 868 Glenmore Ave.; Paul McKenzie 

(LSUMZ #139373), RB (AB 44(4):839,1023).  

Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus)  

One immature male (90-24) on 23 Feb. 1988, Orleans: New Orleans, residence of RR. Banded by Nancy L. 

Newfield, banding data, rectrix, and gorget feathers on file at LSUMNS (AB 42(2):278).  

One adult male (90-23) on 23 Feb. 1984-13 Mar. 1984, East Baton Rouge: Baton Rouge, residence of S&K; 

NLN (AB 38(3):327). Banded by Nancy L. Newfield; banding data, rectrix #5, and gorget feathers on file at 

LSUMNS. Allan R. Phillips examined the feathers and concurred with the identification.  

One immature male (89-158) on 21-22 Oct. 1989, Cameron: Cameron, residence of MT; Steven W. Cardiff 

(ph), John P. Sevenair, David P. Muth, Al & Gwen Smalley, Donna L. Dittmann, JVR, DP (ph), MMS, JK, RJS, 

MW, NLN (AB 44(1):107).  

Allen's Hummingbird (Selasphorus sasin)  

One adult male (87-25) on 8 Aug. 1987-end of February 1988; East Baton Rouge: Baton Rouge, 2755 

Morning Glory; Peter E Scott, Miriam Davey, SJH, J & VL, MG, NLN, TAP, KVR, (AB 42(1):89 and AB 

42(2):278).  

Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus)  

One male (89-33) on 10 Oct. 1981, Cameron: Peveto Beach Woods, J. V. Remsen, MJB, (LSUMZ #100925; 

AB 36(2): 187).  



One immature male (89-104) on 27 Sep. 1986, Cameron: Willow Island; Steven W. Cardiff, RJS (LSUMZ 

#131114), MW. Erroneously reported as 29 Sep. in AB 41(1):102.  

Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens)  

One immature male still in partial juvenal plumage (89-61) on 1 Nov. 1986, Cameron: East Jetty Woods; 

Steven W. Cardiff, RMZ (LSUMZ #131102; AB 41(1):102).  

One (90-75) on 27 Dec. 1987- 1 Jan. 1988, Orleans: New Orleans, France Road; Larry L. Norris, DPM, ABF, 

JHo (AB 42(2):278).  

One male (89-29) on 18 Dec. 1988, Cameron: Blue Buck Ridge, Johnsons Bayou; J. V. Remsen (LSUMZ 

#138134; AB 43(4): 599,983).  

One (89-45) on 14-27 Jan. 1989, Lafayette: Lafayette, on Hwy. 718; Charles A. Butterworth, DP (ph; AB 

43(2),448).  

Gray Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis)  

One or two birds (86-56) on 12 Apr. 1986, Jefferson: Grand Isle; Phillip Wallace, Frederick M. Barry (ph), 

CS, KS, BH, GB. Reported as present 10-19 Apr. in AB 40(3)487.  

One (90-39) on 5 May 1990, St. Bernard, near town of Verret; David Spears (ph), FG, GO (AB 44(3):442). 

Cave Swallow (Petrochelidon fulva)  

One (89-31) on 24 Apr. 19 May 1988, St. Tammany: West Middle Pearl River at Hwy. 90 bridge; Norton 

Nelkin, B. Mac Myers III, Al Smalley, DPM, RDP (ph), BD, GS (AB 42(3):448). The excellent color 

photographs clearly indicate the Texas-N.E. Mexican subspecies P. f. pallida, which continues a 

northward range expansion. This constitutes the first record for Louisiana.  

Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus)  

One (89-164) on 3-17 Dec. 1989, Cameron: Hwy. 82, 2.3 mi. west Holly Beach pier; John P. Sevenair, 

Curtis A. Marantz (ph), JPK (AB 44(2):283). This represents the third record for Louisiana. 

Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides)  

One adult male (86-48) on 18 Dec. 1985-2 Feb. 1986, Madison: Mississippi River levee north of 1-20 

bridge, near Delta; Hilda Candlish, Hal Moore, John Battalio, EH, JW (AB 40(2):292).  

Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius)  

One (89-135) on 17-18 Dec. 1988, Cameron: Cameron, Nancy L. Newfield, John P. Sevenair, Jim Holmes, 

Jr., Ronald J. Stein, A&GS, MT, MW, DBC (ph 18 Dec.). This bird was found on the Sabine N. W. R. CBC. 

Details were not received until after the CBCs were published, and, for that reason, the observation was 

listed as "no details" (AB 43(4):987). Many observers saw the bird on the following day, but none 



submitted details. This is a classic case of every-body assuming that someone else was going to "write it 

up."  

Black-whiskered Vireo (Vireo altiloquus)  

One (89-117) on 27 Apr. 1986, Cameron: East Jetty Woods; B. Mac Myers III, RDP (AB 40(3):485).  

One male (89-36) on 5 Jun. 1988, Cameron: Garner Ridge; J. V. Remsen (LSUMZ #130655; AB 42(5):1303).  

One (89-118) on 8 Apr. 1989, Jefferson: Grand Isle, woods north of Sureway Super Market; B. Mac Myers 

111, John P. Sevenair, CS, A&GS, Crescent Bird Club Members (AB 43(3):494). 

One (90-43) on 14 May 1990, Jefferson: Grand Isle; Gwen and Al Smalley (AB 44(3):443).  

Lucy's Warbler (Vermivora luciae)  

One (89-160) on 25 Nov.-17 Dec. 1989, Cameron: Garner Ridge; Al & Gwen Smalley (ph), David P. Muth 

(ph), B. Mac Myers III, Paul Sunby, Phillip Wallace, John P. Sevenair, Curtis Marantz (ph), DH, MMS, JH, 

JHo, GO, DF, EB, CS, CK, DBC (ph; AB 44(1): 108 and AB 4-4(2):283). This represents the second record for 

Louisiana. Erroneously reported from 24 Nov. in AB 44(1):108.  

Black-throated Gray Warbler (Dendroica nigrescens)  

One immature male (89-35) on 10 Nov. 1979, Cameron: Hackberry Ridge, J. V. Remsen (LSUMZ #91286; 

AB 34(2):172).  

One, probable immature female by plumage, (89-108) on 12 Sep. 1982, Cameron: Hackberry Ridge; 

Steven W. Cardiff, TJD (LSUMZ #107862, gonads destroyed; AB 37(2): 192).  

One immature male (89-70) on 24 Oct. 1982, Cameron: Hackberry Ridge, J. V. Remsen (LSUMZ #107863; 

AB 37(2):192).  

One immature female (89-106) on 14 Nov. 1982, Cameron: Hackberry Ridge; Steven W. Cardiff, TSS 

(LSUMZ #107864), JVR, TJD, MAJ (AB 37(2):192).  

One adult female (89-105) on 6 Nov. 1988, Cameron: approx. 5 mi. E Cameron; Donna L. Dittmann & 

Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ #138260; AB 43(0:119).  

MacGillivray's Warbler (Oporornis tolmiei)  

One in female-type plumage (89-95) on 20 Sep. 1987, Cameron: East Jetty Woods; Steven W. Cardiff (AB 

42(1):90).  

Red-faced Warbler (Cardellina rubrifrons)  

One adult (90-37) on 27-29 Apr. 1990, Cameron: East Jetty Woods; Curtis Sorrells, Phillip Wallace, Al & 

Gwen Smalley, Curtis Marantz, John Sevenair, TAP, DP (ph), DLD, SWC, DPM, BMM, MCH, MMS, KVR, DH. 

Reported as also present on 30 Apr. in AB 44(3):443). This is the first state record.  



Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana)  

One immature female (89-97) on 18 Dec. 1982, Cameron: East Jetty Woods; Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ 

#107845; AB 37(3):310 and AB 37(4):651).  

One first-year male (89-98) on 23 Apr. 1983, Cameron: 1 mi. W Holly Beach; Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ 

#112121) & Donna L. Dittmann, DPM, RDP, BMM. Erroneously reported from 22 Apr. in AB 37(5):881.  

Two adult males (89-96) on 28 Apr. 1985, Cameron: East Jetty Woods; Steven W. Cardiff (one collected, 

LSUMZ #122413) & Donna L. Dittmann. Erroneously reported from 22 Apr., AB 37 (4): 651.  

One adult male (89-161) on 2 Dec. 1989, Cameron: Garner Ridge; Phillip Wallace, Curtis Sorrells (AB 

44(2):283).  

Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus)  

One adult male (89-110) on 28 Mar.-1 Apr. 1980, Orleans: New Orleans; Frederick M. Barry (ph), GB, AH. 

This record was reported by Barry in the 6 Apr. 1980 The Times-Picayune.  

Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus)  

One immature female (89-38) on 12 Dec. 1987- 1 Feb. 1988, Cameron: Garner Ridge; Jim Holmes, Jr., JH, 

CS, PW, SWC (LSUMZ #135121; AB 42(2):278).  

Smith's Longspur (Calcarius pictus)  

Five in basic plumage, with at least two adult males (89-77) on 26 Dec. 1989, Caddo: Shreveport Regional 

Airport; Charles E. Lyon, HJ (8 individuals reported in AB 44(4):844).  

Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis)  

One male in alternate plumage (89-119) on 20-21 May 1989, Lafourche: Port Fourchon at Theriot Road; 

Curtis A. Marantz, Phillip Wallace, John P. Sevenair, Cecil Kersting (ph), Curtis Sorrells, JPK, SH, DBC (AB 

43(3):494). The male was accompanied by two female cowbirds, but they could not be positively 

identified from the descriptions and photographs.  

One male in first alternate plumage (89-124) on 4-6 Jun. 1989, Cameron: west ferry landing of Hwy. 27 at 

Calcasieu River; John P. Sevenair, Gwen B. Smalley (ph), Alfred E. Smalley, Donna L. Dittmann, Steven W. 

Cardiff, Paul McKenzie, JVR, CAM (AB 43(3):496).  

One male in alternate plumage (90-40) on 14 May 1990, Jefferson: Grand Isle; Al & Gwen Smalley (ph; AB 

44(3):444).  

One male in alternate plumage (90-41) on 2-3 Jun. 1990, St. John-the-Baptist: Reserve, 409 N. W. 4th 

Street; Ronald J. Stein, MW (AB 44 (5):1146).  

These represent the first records for Louisiana.  



House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus)  

Two (89-32) on 22 Nov. 1987, East Baton Rouge: Baton Rouge, 827 E. Boyd Street; J. V. Remsen (AB 

42(1):91).  

One in juvenal plumage (89-147) on 10 Aug. 1989, East Baton Rouge: Baton Rouge, Louisiana State 

University campus; Steven W. Cardiff, Donna L. Dittmann (AB 44(1): 108).  

One female (90-6) on 25 Nov. 1989, East Baton Rouge: Baton Rouge, 2013 Olive Street; Curtis A. Marantz, 

MMS. 

Four (2 males and 2 females) (90-10) on 18 Jan. 1990, Rapides: Alexandria, 2019 Monroe Street, 

residence of BB; Kermit C. Cummings. A photograph of these birds appeared in the Alexandria Towntalk, 

along with an article by Hope J. Norman.  

One female (90-15) on 21 Jan. 1990, St. Tammany: Mandeville, Al & Gwen Smalley, Norton Nelkin. The 

bird first appeared at the home of HH on about 9 Jan.  

One female (90-34) on 27 Apr. 1990, Cameron: Cameron; Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W. Cardiff, TAP.  

This species was removed from the Review List on 31 Mar. 1990.  

Unaccepted Records: Identification Questionable  

Each record is accompanied by a brief discussion as to why members felt that the record was 

unacceptable. In most cases, the observer did not provide enough details, or did not convincingly 

eliminate similar species. In many cases, birds may have been seen well under good viewing conditions, 

but were simply described poorly or superficially. It is important to provide as much information as 

possible, in a concise organized fashion, and to make every reasonable effort to eliminate all similar 

species.  

Band-rumped Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma castro)  

One (86-16) on 16 Jul. 1985, Gulf of Mexico: about 55 mi. south of Caminada Pass (W. end Grand Isle 

(28025'N, 90009'W; AB 39(5):921). Expert opinions were provided by David S. Lee and Ron Naveen. This 

record was eventually decided at a meeting vote of 5(acceptable)-2(unacceptable) after three 

circulations. Dissenting members believed that this species posed such a difficult field identification 

problem that a first state record would only be acceptable if documented by a specimen or definitive 

photographs. Members voting for the record felt that the description, especially that of the flight 

behavior, supposedly diagnostic for separating Band-rumped from Wilson's storm-petrels, was adequate 

to document a first state record.  

Brown Booby (Sula leucogaster)  

One (89-37) on 2 Jan. 1989, Lafourche: east end Fourchon Beach (AB 43(4):982). The bird was observed 

under poor viewing conditions: very distant, fog, and poor lighting. The descriptions submitted by the 



observers did not eliminate the possibility that the bird may have been an immature Northern Gannet 

(Morus bassanus). Immature plumages of Northern Gannet can superficially resemble those of Brown 

Booby, and the two may not be separable under such poor viewing conditions.  

 

Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator)  

One (90-32) on 28-29 Dec. 1989 and 1 Jan. 1990, Vermilion: 5 mi. east of Pecan Island. The description 

was very brief and the identification was based primarily on vocalizations. The observer admitted to 

having some doubt about the identification, and had no previous experience with the range of variation 

of vocalizations of this species or Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus). Tundra Swan was not adequately 

eliminated from consideration.  

Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)  

One or two (90-67) on 3-4 Oct. 1988, Calcasieu: north end Calcasieu Lake. The description was considered 

too brief to support the identification of this species. More attention was given to weather conditions 

than to the actual description of the bird(s).  

One (89-150) on 10 Nov. 1989, Avoyelles: near Long's Lake. The description was very superficial. All 

members felt that Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) was not eliminated from consideration because 

the observer described the chest as being a "dirty gray mottled color." This feature is commonly 

possessed by sub-adult Bald Eagles.  

One immature (90-31) on 10 Nov. 1989, LaSalle: White Hall Plantation, approximately 25 mi. from 

Catahoula Lake, 0.5 mi. from intersection of Hwys. 84 and 460. The bird was seen in flight from above by 

an observer in a small plane. The description, by an observer apparently familiar with Golden Eagle, 

although suggestive of this species, was inadequate to eliminate similar species.  

Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis)  

One (89-145) on 16 Aug. 1989, Lafourche: about 1/2 mi. south-west of entrance to Elmer's Island. The 

viewing conditions, 15 seconds in car headlights, did not enable the observer to see the chestnut nape or 

white patterning on the bird's plumage. Additionally, the description did not convincingly eliminate the 

possibility of a downy Clapper Rail (Rallus longirostris) chick, possibly more likely than a Black Rail on this 

date. The observer reported that the bird had large feet "appearing out of proportion for size of bird" and 

had a "stout body," further suggesting a baby Rallus rather than a Black Rail.  

Whooping Crane (Grus americana)  

One (89-40) on or about 4 Jan. and 14-15 Jan. 1989, Pointe Coupee: interior oxbow of False River (AB 

43(2):325). This record failed after receiving a 3-4 vote on the second circulation. Members voting against 

this record commented that it would constitute the equivalent of a first state record because the species 

was extirpated as a breeding bird in 1939 (the last acceptable observation was 2 Dec. 1949, Lowery 

1974). No corroborating documentation (photographs, tape-recordings) was obtained, and the single 



observer had no prior experience with Whooping Crane. As "unmistakable" as this species may seem, 

dissenting members were generally reluctant to accept such an outstanding record based only on limited 

details from a single observer. Two Members expressed concern that the bird in question could have 

been an escaped captive of this or some other crane species. Members voting in favor of the record cited 

the observer's rendition of the bird's call notes "loud, long, bugling hoop followed by series of grated 

sounded hoops" as pivotal in their acceptance, and for separating it from Wood Stork or other crane 

species.  

Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus)  

One light morph sub-adult (89-73) on 10 Jan. 1989, Cameron: 2 mi. west of Holly Beach. All members 

believed that this record probably did pertain to this species, but the description of the plumage, size, 

and flight behavior noted by the observer did not sufficiently rule out Parasitic Jaeger (S. parasiticus). 

Identification of jaegers is more complex than the observer indicated. This record was reported as an 

unidentified jaeger in AB 43(2):326.  

Purple Sandpiper (Calidris maritima)  

One (89-144) on 28 Aug. 1989, Cameron: 3 mi. west of Holly Beach. All Members agreed that the 

description provided by the observer was suggestive of this species in basic plumage, but the bird was 

seen by a single observer for only 3-4 minutes, in the rain. The date is well outside the normal pattern of 

occurrence of Purple Sandpiper on the Gulf Coast, and would have surely represented a summering bird 

rather than a very early fall migrant, but the observer gave no indication of how unusual was the date. Of 

course, it cannot be ruled out that one of the two birds sighted the previous winter (see above) had 

remained to summer. Additionally, the observer did not report any presence of molt, which would have 

strengthened a sight record of a summering bird. Rock Sandpiper is virtually identical to Purple Sandpiper 

in basic plumage, and would also have to be taken into consideration in such an anomalous case. Without 

additional descriptive documentation (e. g., more detailed plumage description, photographs, reports 

from additional observers) all members agreed that a conservative decision was warranted.  

Thayer's Gull (Larus thayeri)  

One in very worn and bleached third or fourth year alternate plumage (84-16) on 13-19 May 1984, 

Lafourche: Fourchon Beach. Expert opinion provided by Guy McCaskie. The identification was based on a 

"dark eye" and generally petite size and shape. The record was decided on a meeting vote of 3-4 after the 

record had circulated three times without a deciding vote. Members voting against the record felt that 

the photographs were not sufficient to identify the bird and that descriptions provided by the observers 

were vague. There were conflicting descriptions of eye color, and the bird appeared in photographs to 

have very worn, uniformly brown wingtips. It did not, therefore, possess any diagnostic characters, and 

the possibility of a small female Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) could not be eliminated. This record 

illustrates the need for careful written documentation, even in cases where photographs were obtained. 

In this case, if several observers had carefully noted plumage and soft part colors, then perhaps the bird 

could have been conclusively identified. Erroneously reported as present between 13 Apr.-19 May in AB 

38(5):922.  



Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus)  

One in fourth winter plumage (84-41 A) on 16 Dec. 1984, Cameron: "Johnsons Bayou Beach," during the 

Johnsons Bayou CBC. A bird presumed to be this individual was seen also at the same locality on 

subsequent dates. Only one report was submitted for the 16 December observation, by one of the five 

initial observers. After reviewing members' comments following two circulations without a deciding vote, 

it became apparent that there were inconsistencies between descriptions for the initial observation and 

subsequent observations. An additional report, 84-41 B, was submitted by one member, and additional 

details were submitted on an ABF card by another member, both for an observation on 17 Feb. 1985. The 

record was then re-circulated. Comparison of the initial documentation with the follow-up 

documentation clearly indicated that two different birds of different ages were involved. Both records 

were then resubmitted separately. Record 84-41 A was eventually found unacceptable because California 

Gull (L. californicus) was not eliminated by the description. Record 81-41 B was accepted and is included 

in this report.  

Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus)  

One first or second year bird (89-90) on 2 Jan. 1989, Calcasieu: Lake Charles. Although the bird may have 

been correctly identified, the description and the observer did not convincingly eliminate the possibility 

that the bird may have been a leucistic Herring Gull.  

Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii)  

One (89-112 A) 13 and 20 Jan. 1974, Cameron: Cameron, Calcasieu River ferry landing (AB 28(3):651), and 

one (89-112B) on 27-28 Dec. 1974, Cameron: Cameron, Monkey Island ferry landing (AB 29(3):702, 

indicated as present until 18 Jan. 1975). Two separate records are represented here. During an earlier 

review of the status of Roseate Tern in Apr. 1985, the Committee mistakenly considered the two records 

as constituting one record, which spanned the dates 27 Dec. 1973-20 Jan. 1974, and at that time 

considered the one record as acceptable. The documentation for this record consists only of ABF cards 

written by only one of the three and four, respectively, observers that were listed as present for each 

record. In retrospect, the Committee decided that neither of the descriptions were adequate for 

eliminating other Sterna species. The difficulty of the identification, and the fact that two separate 

Roseate Terns would have been involved (the first bird was shot but the specimen could not be 

retrieved), compounded by the very unlikely time of year for a Roseate Tern to occur raises enough 

doubt that the presence of this species on the State List could no longer be justified. Roseate Tern was 

removed from the State List on 8 Sep. 1990.  

Red-billed Pigeon (Columba flavirostris)  

One (89-46) on 20 Jan. 1989, East Baton Rouge: Baton Rouge. The description did not eliminate a variant 

Rock Dove (Columba livia) with rusty brown plumage.  

 

 



Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphorus platycercus)  

One immature (89-151) on 29 Oct. 1989, Orleans: New Orleans (AB 44(1):107). The identification was 

based on the observer's impression that the bird appeared "large" and that it possessed a few "rose red" 

feathers in the gorget. Unfortunately, the size was estimated, because no other hummingbirds were 

available for a side-by-side comparison. Rufous was not reported to be present in any of the tail feathers; 

Broad-taileds should show some rufous in all tail feathers except the central pair. The underparts were 

reported as grayish-white with buff flanks and sides, a description actually more consistent with Ruby-

throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris). The gorget feathers of immature Ruby-throated 

Hummingbirds can appear rose-red at some light angles. There was no discussion of the bird's relative 

proportions (i. e., bill or tail length). The bird was not heard.  

Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri)  

One (89-153) on 9 Oct. 1989, Jefferson: Grand Isle. Four color photographs are included for this record of 

a silent Empidonax. Descriptions and photographs were suggestive of this species but did not eliminate 

Least Flycatcher (Empidonax minimus) from consideration. Expert opinions received from Paul E. Lehman, 

Jon L. Dunn, and Kenneth V. Rosenberg supported the Committee's opinion that such a record of an 

extralimital Empidonax would require more complete documentation in the form of voice recordings, in-

hand measurements, extensive photographs, or a specimen.  

Brown-crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus tyrannulus)  

One on 10-11 Oct. 1987, Jefferson: Grand Isle (AB 42(1):90). Because the bird was silent and the pattern 

of the rectrices was not described, Ash-throated (M. cinerascens) and Great Crested (M. crinitus) 

flycatchers could not be eliminated. Contrary to field guide descriptions, there is some overlap in overall 

size, bill length and coloration, and plumage characters of these three species. Photographs, voice 

recordings, or specimens should be obtained to properly document extralimital Myiarchus.  

Tropical/Couch's Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus/couchii)  

One (85-14) on 7 Sep. 1985, Jefferson: Grand Isle. Descriptions and photographs were not adequate to 

identify this individual to this complex.  

One (87-23) on 10 Apr. 1987, Lafourche: Fourchon Road between Leeville and Grand Isle. The main 

argument against this record was that Western Kingbird (T. verticalis) was not adequately eliminated by 

the description. Bill size, body size, and tail notch are very subjective characters. The throat-chest 

coloration was inadequately described. Some spring Western Kingbirds may have such worn outer 

rectrices that the white outer web is reduced or completely absent. Additionally, the bird was not heard, 

the description was written two weeks after the observation and was apparently based on memory, and 

no photographs were obtained.  

 

 



"Plumbeous" Solitary Vireo (Vireo solitarius plumbeus)  

One (89-113) on 11 May. 1989, Cameron: Holleyman Migratory Bird Sanctuary (reported as a Solitary 

Vireo in AB 43(3):494). An exceptionally late record for any form of Solitary Vireo in Louisiana. The 

description and the one color photograph were more suggestive of a worn eastern solitarius or the larger 

and grayer Appalachian subspecies alticola than western plumbeus or cassinii. The photograph indicated 

a Solitary Vireo with a bright, pale yellowish color on the sides of the breast and flanks, and a crisp break 

between the dark face and the white throat. V. s. plumbeus shows a more uniform wash of grayish-green 

along the sides of the breast and flanks and less demarcation between a more grayish-white throat and 

face.  

Bachman's Warbler (Vermivora bachmanii)  

One adult male (89-71) on 6 Aug. 1988, Tensas/Madison: Tensas River N. W. R. All members were in 

agreement that despite the relatively good description of the bird, the duration of observation and the 

viewing conditions during the observation were inadequate to support the identification of such a rare, 

even possibly extinct species. Hybrid warblers are known, and without a careful study, it may not be 

possible to eliminate a hybrid. All members believed that diagnostic photographs or tape recordings 

would now be necessary to prove this species' presence in the state.  

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus)  

One immature male (90-35) on 28 Apr. 1990, Cameron: East Jetty Woods. The description and 

accompanying sketch were suggestive of this species, but there were a number of inconsistencies in the 

description, e. g., the shape of the black throat pattern, the pattern and coloration of the back and rump, 

and the color of the tail did not fit this species. The voice was noted as "difficult to describe"; some 

attempt at a rendition of the voice might have greatly strengthened this record.  

Unaccepted Records: Identification Accepted, but Origin Questionable  

If there is reasonable doubt as to the natural occurrence of a particular bird in Louisiana, then members 

have the option to vote "against" the record on the basis of origin. Reasons for not accepting based on 

origin can include reasonable suspicion of having escaped from captivity, suspected ship-assisted arrival, 

etc. For the majority of such records, the true origin will probably never be determined, but, instead, the 

probability of a bird's natural arrival in the state is assessed based on a number of factors, e. g., relative 

numbers in captivity, dispersal and migration patterns, existing patterns of vagrancy, distance from wild 

source populations, etc. The identification of these records have been accepted.  

Scarlet Ibis (Eudocimus ruber)  

One adult (90-51) on 28 Jul. 1990, St. Tammany: Slidell. Although the description was brief, it nonetheless 

described an adult, fully-colored Scarlet Ibis. All Committee Members were in agreement that the bird 

was properly identified, but questioned its origin. Numbers of these birds are kept in zoos and private 

collections. This species has recently been removed from the ABA Checklist (DeBenedictis, in press).  



Additional locality information:  

East Jetty Beach, 1 mi. E mouth Calcasieu Pass; East Jetty Woods, 2 mi. S Cameron; Garner Ridge, 3 mi. W 

Johnsons Bayou School; Hackberry Ridge, 2 mi. WSW Johnsons Bayou School; old mouth Mermentau 

River = "Rutherford Beach", Holleyman Migratory Bird Sanctuary (HMBS) = Peveto Beach Woods; Willow 

Island, ca 7 mi. E Cameron.  

Other observers listed in reports:  

Frederick M. Barry (FMB); Geneva Barry (GB); Esther Boykin (EB); Michael J. Braun (MJB); Bobby Brown 

(BB); Harold Cambre (HC); Steven W. Cardiff (SWC); Cerise L. Cauthron (CLC); Mario Cohn-Haft (MCH); D. 

Bruce Crider (DBC); Catherine Cummins (CC); Tristan J. Davis (TJD); Donna L. Dittmann (DLD); Bill Dobbins 

(DB); Doris Falkenheiner (DF); Bill Fontenot (BF); Mary Garvin (MG); Steve Gary (SG); Gay Gomez (GG); 

Russell Gomez (RG); Frank Groves (FG); Shannon J. Hackett (SJH);  Linda Hale (LH); Edward Hands (EH); 

Bowie Hannah (BH); Adie Hilbert (AH); Mr. & Mrs. Hutson Hinke (HH); James Holmes (JH); Jim Holmes, Jr. 

(JHo); S. & K. Hope (S&KH); Dennis Hunt (DHu); David Hunter (DH); Richard Jeffers (RJ); Melissa A. Jeske 

(MAJ); Horace Jeter (HJ); Cecil Kersting (CK); Joe Kleiman (JK); Nedra Klein (NK); Andy Kratter (AK); Jack & 

Virginia Lipscomb (J&VL); Dennis Magee (DM); John McBride (JM); Curtis A. Marantz (CAM); Peter P. 

Marra (PPM); Tom & Anne Marie Moorman (T&AMM); Daniel Brady Muth (DBM); David P. Muth (DPM); 

B. Mac Myers III (BMM); Norton Nelkin (NN); Nancy L. Newfield (NLN); Skip Newfield (SN); Susie Nowell 

(SNo); Larry O' Meallie (LO); Glen Ousset (GO); Theodore A. Parker III (TAP); David Pashley (DPa); Dave 

Patton (DP); Doug Pratt (DP); Robert D. Purrington (RDP); J. V. Remsen (JVR); Larry Raymond (LR); Ruth 

Ricketts (RR); Mark B. Robbins (MBR); Gary H. Rosenberg (GHR); Kenneth V. Rosenberg (KVR); Greg & 

Donna Schmitt (G&DS); Thomas S. Schulenberg (TSS); Peter E. Scott (PES); Kay Siebels (KS); T. Scott Sillett 

(TScS); Curtis SorrelIs (CS); Ronald J. Stein (RJS); Jim Stewart (JS); M. Mark Swan (MMS); Marianna Tanner 

(MT); Bruce Tedford (BT); Phillip Wallace (PW); Melvin Weber (MW); Jane Williams (JW); David Wingate 

(DW).  
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LBRC Review List  

The LBRC requests information, including descriptions, photographs, or tape recordings for species listed 

below:  

Red-throated Loon, Least Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, Western Grebe, Yellow-nosed Albatross, Greater 

Shearwater, Audubon's Shearwater, Leach's Storm-Petrel, Masked Booby, Brown Booby, Red-footed 

Booby, Tundra Swan, Trumpeter Swan, Brant, Eurasian Wigeon, White-winged Scoter, Common 

Merganser, Masked Duck, Northern Goshawk, White-tailed Hawk, Zone-tailed Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk, 

Rough-legged Hawk, Golden Eagle, Crested Caracara, Greater Prairie Chicken (extirpated), Yellow Rail, 

Black Rail, Whooping Crane (extirpated), Mongolian Plover, Eskimo Curlew, Purple Sandpiper, Curlew 

Sandpiper, Ruff, Red-necked Phalarope, Red Phalarope, Pomarine Jaeger, Parasitic Jaeger, Long-tailed 

Jaeger, Little Gull, California Gull, Lesser Black-backed Gull, Thayer's Gull, Glaucous Gull, Great Black-

backed Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake, Sabine's Gull, Arctic Tern, Bridled Tern, Brown Noddy, Ancient 

Murrelet, Band-tailed Pigeon, Flammulated Owl, Snowy Owl, Long-eared Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl, 

Antillean Nighthawk, Lesser Nighthawk, Vaux's Swift, Broad-billed Hummingbird, Anna's Hummingbird, 

Calliope Hummingbird, Broad-tailed Hummingbird, Allen's Hummingbird, Williamson's Sapsucker, Ivory-

billed Woodpecker, Western Wood-Pewee, Alder Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, Hammond's Flycatcher, 

Say's Phoebe, Ash-throated Flycatcher, Brown-crested Flycatcher, Great Kiskadee, Sulphur-bellied 

Flycatcher, Tropical Kingbird, Couch's Kingbird, Cassin's Kingbird, Gray Kingbird, Cave Swallow, Rock 

Wren, Northern Wheatear, Mountain Bluebird, Varied Thrush, Sage Thrasher, Curve-billed Thrasher, 

Bell's Vireo, Black-whiskered Vireo, Bachman's Warbler, Virginia's Warbler, Lucy's Warbler, Tropical 

Parula, Townsend's Warbler, Black-throated Gray Warbler, Hermit Warbler, MacGillivray's Warbler, 



Painted Redstart, Red-faced Warbler, Western Tanager, Hepatic Tanager, Lazuli Bunting, Blue Bunting, 

Black-headed Grosbeak, Green-tailed Towhee, American Tree, Sparrow, Brewer's Sparrow, Lark Bunting, 

Golden-crowned Sparrow, McCown's Longspur, Smith's Longspur, Chestnut-collared Longspur, Hooded 

Oriole, Scott's Oriole, Shiny Cowbird, Red Crossbill, Lesser Goldfinch.  

The LBRC requests information, including descriptions, photographs, or tape recordings for recognizable 

subspecies or forms listed below:  

"Great White" Heron, Northern "Red-shafted" Flicker, "Plumbeous" Solitary Vireo, "Cassin's" Solitary 

Vireo, "Gray-headed" Junco.  

The LBRC would like to receive documentation for any species not currently accepted on the State List. 

This includes species of captive/introduced origin not currently recognized on the State List. Notable 

examples are: Black Francolin (Francolinus francolinus), Ring-necked Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), 

Eurasian Collared Dove (Streptopelia decaocto), and Monk Parakeet (Myiopsitta monachus). It is 

necessary to receive reports (especially those pertaining to breeding) to properly evaluate whether such 

species have become established. The LBRC would also like to receive unreviewed documentation of 

former Review List species from prior to their removal from the list. The following additional species were 

formerly on the Review List, but were not mentioned elsewhere in this report: Northern Gannet (records 

from prior to 25 Apr. 1986), and Buff-bellied Hummingbird (Amazilia yucatanensis, records from prior to 

29 Apr. 1988). • 

 

 

 


