SIXTH REPORT OF THE LOUISIANA
ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY BIRD
RECORDS COMMITTEE

Donna L. Dittmann, Museum of Nafural Science
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803

The Louisiana Bird Records
Committee (LBRC) has completed
review of 108 records since the
publication of its last report
(Schulenberg 1988). Included in this
report are three species new to the
Louisiana bird list: Arctic Tern,
Virginia's Warbler, and Hooded Oriole.
These additions increase the state list to a
total of 426 species. The second state
tecords of Mongolian Plover, Arctic
Tern, and Hammond's Flycatcher, and
the third state records of Purple
Sandpiper and Townsend's Warbler are
also included. Other outstanding records
include the first wel-documented reports
of Ferruginous Hawk and Snowy Owl.

The records are grouped into
accepted and unaccepted categories.
Unaccepted records are further divided
into two groups depending on whether
they were rejected on the basis of
identification or origin. Only 27 of the
108 were  considered
unacceptable (25 wunacceptable
identification, 2 uncertain origin), an
overall acceptance rate of 76%. A brief
discussion follows all records judged
unacceptable. Within each category, the
records are listed by species, following
the nomenclature and taxonomic sequence
of the Check-list of North American

records

Birds (AQU 1983) and its thirty-fifth
supplement (AQU 1985). Within each
species, records are arranged
chronologically and include number of
individuals, age, and sex (when .
available), LBRC file reference number,
date(s) of observation, locality, and
observers, Complete names are given for
those observers who submitted reports.
The names of additional observers, when
mentioned by the reporting observer(s),
are listed by their initials. The name(s) of
the original discoverer/fidentifier, when
this information is available, is boldfaced.
The names of observers are not included
for unaccepted records. Abbreviated
credits for photographs (ph) and
specimens (LSUMZ) immediately follow
the name of the person that obtained that
documentation. Other abbreviations used
for month, National Audubon Society
Christmas Bird Counts, and frequently
repeated localities are listed at the end of
the report. References are given for
records which have been published.

All documentation for records
submitted to the LBRC, iacluding
photographs and specimens, and all
LBRC member comments and votes, are
housed at the Louisiana State University
Museum of Natural Science (LSUMNS),
Baton Rouge. Documentation is available
for inspection by appointment with the
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secretary. A complete list of species
currently subject to review follows the
species accounts, along with a discussion
of the criteria employed in adding to or
deleting from this list,

The following LBRC members
voted on all or part of the records treated
in this report: Steven W. Cardiff, D.
Bruce Crider, Donna L. Dittmann,
Horace H. Jeter, Paul M. McKenzie,
David P. Muth, B. Mac Myers III,
Robert J. Newman, Robert D,
Pwrington, J. V. Remsen, Thomas S.
Schulenberg, and Alfred E. Smalley.

Accepted Records:

WESTERN GREBE

One (86-2) on 21 Dec. 1985,
(SACBC) Cameron: Hwy. 27 at Mud
Lake, N Holly Beach; Fred Barry, JPS
(c), A&GS, TW, GO, CK, RN. This
was apparently one of two different birds
thought to be present, as reported in
Newman (1986, p. 874, 1052). Muth
(1986, p. 290) alse reported two birds
present until 11 Jan. 1986.
Documentation for the other individual
has never been submitted.

One (87-3) on 20 Dec. 1986
SACBC, Cagmeron: Mud L; John P,
Sevenair, A&GS (Cardiff and Dittmann
1987, p. 561, 1033).

BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING
DUCK

One in adult plumage {89-11) on 9
Apr. 1988, Jefferson Davis: SSW

J. La. Ornith.

Jennings, 4.6 mi. § Hwy. 1126 on
Parish Rd. 2-11; Steven W. Cardiff
& Donna L. Dittmann, Imhof (1988, p.
445) reported that this individual was also
present on 16 Apr. 1988. The 16 Apr.
observation was, however, from a
different locality and has never been
submitted.

ROSS'S GOOSE

Three aduits (88-5) on 25 Dec.
1987, Jefferson Davis along Interstate
10, 10 mi. W Jennings; Paul Lehman,
Shawneen Finnegan (Muth 1988, p.
275).

Two adults (88-2) on 16 Jan. 1988,
Acadia: 5 mi. SE Morse; John Bates,
1. V. Remsen, Peter Scott.

One adult (88-3) on 16 Jan. 1988,
Acadia; ca 5 mi. SE Morse; Peter Scott,
J. V. Remsen, JB. Muth (1988, p. 275)
reported #38-3 but did not mention #88-
2. )

BLACK-SHOULDERED KITE

Two (82-47) on 26 Oct. 1979,
Vermilion: Live Qak Plantation; Julius
Cooper, CRG, EPP (ph).

One in juvenal plumage (86-64) on
21 Tune 1986, Cameron: EIW; Steven
W. Cardiff, DLD {(Jackson 1986, p.
1214).

One (87-21) on 22 Jan. 1987,
Cameron: Hwy. 82, just E Sabine Pass;
J.P. Kleiman, JG (Muth 1987, p. 291).

One adult (89-21) on 13 Oct. 1988,
Cameron: East Jetty, 1 mi. § Cameron;
Paul McKenzie,

One adult {(89-19) on 22 Oct. 1988,



Cameron: Hwy. 82, ca 5 mi. W Holly
Beach; Al & Gwen Smalley, TK.

One adult (89-20) on 23 Oct. 1988,
Cameron: "Rutherford Beach": Paul
McKenzie, PES, DV. Purrington (1989,
p- 110) reported seven individuals from
S.W. Louisiana between 22 Qct, and 27
Nov, 1988; this probably includes LBRC
nambers 89-19 and 89-20.

Two (89-12) on 6 Nov. 1988,
Plaguemines: one near Belle Chasse and
one near Myrtle Grove; Norton Nelkin,
RDP. Purrington (1988, p. 116)
incorrectly cited the date of this record as
16 Nov.

Two adults (89-13) on 4 Dec.
1988, Cameron: Lacassine NWR;

Charles A. Butterworth, SG (ph). Muth
(1989, p. 325) reported that the
occurrence of this species during winter
period 1988-89 in "S.W. Louisiana
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are too many to enumerate..."

FERRUGINOUS HAWK

One adult light phase (89-18) on 22
Oct. 1988, Cameron: Hwy. 82, ca 5
mi, W Holly Beach; B. Mac Myers IIl
(ph), Al & Gwen Smalley (ph),
(Purrington 1989, p. 117). This is the
first record of this species documented by
photograph and the first officially
reviewed and accepted by the LBRC.

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK

One immature (89-16) on 22 Nov.
1988, St. Tammany: Hwy. 434, 1.3 km
SW Lacombe; Al Smalley, GS, CK
(Purrington 1988, p. 117).

One (89-9) on 26 Dec. 1988
(NOCBC) Orleans: N Blind Lagoon,
near Big Ouak Island; Paul McKenzie, JPS
(Cardiff and Dittmann 1989, p. 599,

Immature Rough-legged Hawk at Goose Point, St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana,
22 November 1988. Field sketch by Gwen Smalley.
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Immatare female Yellow Rail captured in Jefferson Davis Parish, Louisiana,

.5 November 1988, Photograph by Donna L. Diltmana.

985). Muth (1989, p. 325) incomrectly
reported the date of this observation as 31
Dec. 1988.

GOLDEN EAGLE

One first year (89-68) on 26 Nov.
1986, Jefferson Davis: 6 mi. S Welsh
on Hwy. 99; Donna L. Dittmann (ph),
found injured by William Evans and
brought alive to LSUMNS. It was
transferred to the LSU Raptor
Rehabilitation Unit, released on 1 May
1987, Cameron; Lacassine NWR; DLD
(Imhof 1987, p. 446). The rehabilitation
and release of this bird was well
publicized. Articles appeared in the Stare
Times Morning Advocate Sunday
Magazine (10 May 1987, ph),
Alexandria Daily Towntalk {10 May
1987, ph), and Jennings Daily News (3
May 1987). This is the first record of
this species reviewed by the LBRC.

J. La, Ornith.

YELLOW RAIL

At least nine (89-36) on 5 Nov.
1988, Jefferson Davis: 1 mi. N junction
Hwy. 14 on Hwy. 99; Steven W. Cardiff
(one specimen, LSUMZ #137882, imm.
female, ph) & Donna L. Diftmann,
CM. Purrington (1989, p. 11i7)
erroneously reported the date of this
observation as 15 Nov, 1988, and that
"one captured by hand [was] (later
released).”

Five (89-15) on 11 Nov. 1988,
Acadia: Hwy. 91, § Morse; Gwen
Smalley, DPM, RJ.

MONGOLIAN PLOVER

One male in worn juvenal plumage
molting to basic plumage (87-14) on 18
Qct. 1986, Cameron: 7 mi. W OMMR;
Donna L. Dittmann and Steven W.
Cardiff (LSUMZ #131036), GHR
(Purrington 1987, p. 100). This is the




second record for Louisiana.

PURPLE SANDPIPER

One in basic plumage (89-42) from
17 Dec. 1988 (SACBC) -2 Apr. 1989,
Cameron; Cameron, Hast Jetty (1/2 mi.
S Calcasieu Pass); Donna L. Dittmann
{ph), IS (Cardiff and Dittmann 1989, p.
599, 987); Stephen J. Schoech on 28
Jan. (Muth 1989, p. 326); Janice
Nichols, T &AM on 30 Mar. or 1 Apr,;
Steve P. Gary, CB, HM on 2 Apr,
Presumably all sightings pertained to the
same individual. This is the third state
record.

RUFF

One adult female (89-10) on 30
Apr. 1988, Vermilion: 2 mi. N Kaplan,
NE junction Hwys. 35 and 700; Steven
W. Cardiff, SAR, GR, GSh (Imhof
1988, p. 447).

One adult female (89-54) on 21
Oct.-5 Nov. 1988, Vermilion: 2 mi. N
Kaplan, NE junction Hwys. 35 and 700;
Al &Gwen Smalley, B. Mac Myers
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III (ur), SWC (LSUMZ #137883),
PLD, JIVR, m.ob. This and the previous
record are from the same locality.
Although they are treated as distinct, the
potential exists that only one bird was
involved.

One (89-55) on 23 Oect. 1988,
Vermilion: Parish Road 5-19, 0.4 mi.
W Hwy. 699; Curtis A. Marantz,
IVR, PPM, MMS. This, and the
previous record, were referred to by
Purrington (1989, p. 117) as "two in rice
fields of Vermilion, LA...between Oct.
23 and Nov. 4."

One in basic plumage {89-78) on 16
Dec. 1988 (CRCBC), Vermilion: 5 mi.
NW XKaplan; David N. Pashley,
Kenneth V. Rosenberg (ph), DW,
MG, PPM (Cardiff and Dittmann 1989,
p- 589, 981; Muth 1989, p. 326).

One (89-90) on 16 (CRCBC) and
18 Dec. 1988, Acadia: ca 6 mi. SSE
Crowley; Al & Gwen Smalley, David P.
Muth, BMM, JPS, TH (Cardiff and
Dittmann 1989, p. 589, 981; Muth 1989,
p. 326).

Adult femate Ruff collected near Kaplan, Vermilion Parish, Louisiana, on 5 November
1988 (LSUMZ #137883). Photograph by Steven W. Cardiff,
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RED-NECKED PHALAROPE

One female in worn juvenal
plumage (86-71) on 1 Nov. 1986,
Cameron: 1 mi, E mouth Calcasieu Pass;
J.V. Remsen (LSUMZ #131084,
Purrington 1987, p. 101).

POMARINE JAEGER

One womn sub-adult male (86-74)
on 5 July 1986, Cameron: 6 mi. W
Holly Beach; Ronald J. Stein (LSUMZ
#130501), MW (Jackson 1986, p. 1215).

One adult in basic plumage (87-18)
on 20 Dec. 1986 (SACBC), Cameron: 2
1/2 mi. S Calcasieu Pass; Donna L.
Dittmann, JS (Cardiff and Dittrnann
1987, p. 561, 1035; Muth 1987, p. 292.)

PARASITIC JAEGER

Two in immature or basic sub-adult
plumage (87-16) on 20 Dec. 1986
(SACBC), Cameron: 3-4 mi, SE
Calcasieu Pass and 2 1/2 mi, § Calcasien
Pass; Donna L. Dittmann, JS.

One sub-adult (87-17) on 20 Dec.
1986 (SACBC), Cameron: approx. 3-4
mi. SE Calcasieu Pass; Ponna L.
Pittmann, IS (Cardiff & Dittmann
1987, p. 561, 1035; Muth 1987, p.
292).

CALIFORNIA GULL

One in second basic plumage (87-
15) on 27 Sep. 1986, Cameron: 5-7 mi.
W OMMR; Donna L. Dittmann & Steven
W. Cardiff, CEQ.

One adult female in basic plumage
(87-6) on 28-29 Sep. 1986, Cameron: 5
mi. W OMMR; Steven W. Cardiff

J. La. Ornith,

(LSUMZ #131090) & Donna L.
Dittmann, CEQ. Purrington (1987, p.
101) reversed the ages of this and the
preceding individual,

One adult female in basic plumage
(89-63) on 23 Oct. 1988, Cameron: 8
mi, W OMMR; Steven W. Cardiff
(LSUMZ #138117), DLD.

One adult female in basic plumage
(89-65) on 23 Oct. 1988, Cameron: 3
mi. W OMMR; Steven W. Cardiff
(LSUMZ #138119) & Donna L.
Dittmann. This and the preceding record
were reported in Purrington (1989, p.
113).

One in third alternate plumage (89-
44) on 18 Peb. 1989, §t. Bernard:
Arabi, Crescent Acres Landfill; Steven
W. Cardiff, Curtis A. Marantz, DPM.
Muth (1989, p. 326) incorrectly reported
the date as 19 Feb.

One in adult basic plumage molting to
alternate plumage (89-79) on 28 Feb.
1989, Cameron: 5 mi. W Holly Beach
(an individual seen later that day at East
Jetty was probably the same bird);
Steven W. Cardiff & Donna L.
Dittmann (Muth 1989, p. 326).

THAYER'S GULL

One fourth year in basic plumage
(89-76) on 27-28 Feb. 1988,
Plaguemines: Venice; Donna L.
Dittmann & Steven W, Cardiff, GS, on
28 Feb. also Crescent Bird Club
members. Muth (1988, p. 276)
erroneously reported the dates as 26-27
Feb.




LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL

One in third basic plumage (84-41
B) on 17 Feb. 1985, Cameron:
Johnsons Bayou; LV. Remsen, DLD &
SWC (c), GHR, NK, CC, G&DS,
DPM. Muth (1985, p. 177) reported that
this bird was present through the end of
February and assumed that this individual
was the same bird "located on the
Johnsons Bayou CBC." Closer
examination of the record during review
indicated that two differently aged
individuals were involved (see also
Unaccepted 84-41 A).

One female in second alternate
plumage (86-63) on 21-22 June, 20 July
1986, Cameron: 1 mi. E mouth
Calcasien Pass; Donna L. Dittmann,
SWC (ph, LSUMZ #130504; Jackson
1986, p."1215).

One in adult alternate plumage
molting to basic plumage (87-7) on 27
Sep. 1986, Cameron: 5-7 mi. W
OMMR; Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W,
Cardiff, CEQ.

One (primarily in) adult alternate
plumage molting to basic plumage (87-8)
on 27-29 Sep. 1986, Cameron: 5-7 mi.
W OMMR; Donna L. Dittmann & Steven
W. Cardiff, CEQ.

One female in adult alternate
plumage molting to basic plumage (87-9)
on 28 Sep. 1986, Cameron: 5-7mi. W
OMMR,; Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W.
Cardiff (LSUMZ #130088), CEQ.

One female (primarily in) adult
alternate plumage moliing to basic
plumage (87-10) on 12 Oct. 1986,
Cameron: 6 mi. W OMMR; Donna L.
Dittmann & Steven W. Cardiff (LSUMZ
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#130089).

One in adult alternate plumage
molting to basic plumage (87-11} on 12
and (most likely the same individual) 18
Oct. 1986, Cameron: 57 mi. W
OMMR,; Donna L. Dittmann & Steven W.
Cardiff.

One in adult alternate plumage (87-
12) on 18-19 Oct. 1986, Cameron: 5-7
mi. W OMMR; Donna L. Dittmann &
Steven W. Cardiff. This and the
preceding five records were reported by
Purrington (1987, p. 101).

One in fourth year basic plumage
(89-51) on 28 Feb. 1988, St. Bernard:
Arabi, Crescent Acres Landfill; Donna L.
Dittmann & Steven W, Cardiff, GS.
Muth (1988, p. 276) erroneously
reported the date as 27 Feb.; re-evaluation
of the age (reported as a third year)
indicated a bird in fourth basic plumage.

One female in first alternate
plumage molting to second basic plumage
(89-64) on 16 Oct, 1988, Cameron: 6
mi. W OMMR; Steven W. Cardiff
(LSUMZ #138121) & Donna L.
Dittmann. This record apparently was
"one of four in Cameron" (Purrington
1989, p. 118).

One adult in basic plurmage (89-72)
on 18 Feb. 1989, St. Bernard: Arabi,
Crescent Acres Landfill; Curtis A.
Marantz, SWC, DLD, DPM, BMM,
G&AS, DBC, PM. Muth (1989, p. 326)
erroncously reported the date as 19 Feb.

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL
One in first basic plumage (86-72)
on 5 Jan. 1985, Lafourche: 5 mi, W
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