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Louisiana Ornithological Society's
LOUISIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
Rare Bird Report Form
This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on the
Louisiana Bird Records Committee (LBRC) Review List. The LBRC recommends the use
of this form or a similar format when submitting records for review (to ensure that alt

information involving an observation is accounted for). Attach additional pages as
necessary. Please print or type. Attach fieldnotes, drawings, photographs, or tape

recordings, if available. Include all photos for obscurely marked species. When
-completed, mail to Secretary, Louisiana Bird Records Committee, ¢/0 Museum of

Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-

-3216.

English and Scientific names;

Golden eagle

Number of individuals, age, sex, general plumage (e. g., “2 adult males in alternate
<breeding> plumage”): 1 adult

Locality: LOUTSTIANACaddo -

‘ (parish)
2 miles Northwest of Elm Grove, Louisiana, Red River mile 209

(specific locality)

Date(s) when observed:
November 6, 1998

Time(s) of day when observed:
11:00 AM

Reporting observer and address:
Paul M. Dicksen

: Q,Ll\_el_qhs_grle_ts_accompanying reporter who also identified the bird(s):
none ' ' '
Other observers who independently identified the bird(s):
none o
Light conditions (position of bird in relation to shade and to direction and amount of
light): ' .

Sun high and at various angles to the bird including above the bird so that sunlight showed through tail.
Optical equipment (type, power, condition):
Ziess 10x56 night owls :

Distance to bird(s):
as close as 25 meters overhead.

Duration of observation:
5 minutes




13. Habitat:
open river, sand bar _ _
14, Behavior of bird/circumstances of observation (flying, feeding, resting; include and
stress habits used in identification; relate events surrounding the observation):
sailing, circling, moving south downriver. Checked out duck decoys that | was throwifig out.
15. Description (include only what was actually seen, not what “should” have been seen; if
possible, give details on total length/ relative size compared to other familiar species,
body bulk, shape, proportions, bill, eye; leg, and plumage characteristics. Stress
features that separate it from similar species. Attach additional pages as necessary):
When first spotted at 200 meters, recognized as an eagle rather than a vulturé by broad, flat
wings, massive bady. Head was small with "no-neck" look. Tail was long, broad and round setting
the bird apart from the more expected Bald Eagle. At this point | knew | had a Golden and | went for my
binoculars nearby. As | did, it circled my way and came directly overhead quite iow for a Golden Eagle,
an amazing 25 meters directly overhead. | believe thatit was attracted by the moving duck decoys that
1.was throwing out at the time. It looked them over closely moving its head from side to side while
while wheeling overhead. At this point I noted the following: No white in the wing linings, a broad tail
3 or 4 faint bands and overall a big brown eagle. Atone point, the sun shown through the tail
‘accentuating the bands. It then moved off to the south. | did not see the golden nape even at that close
range perhaps because it was overhead. The tack of white linings and the dark, faintly banded {ail,.
indicates an aduit and efiminates Bald Eagle. The long wings and massive size eliminates any dark
phase or melanistic buteo. '

16. Voice:
17. Similar species (and how are they eliminated by your description?):
see above '

18. Photographs or tape recordings cbtained? (by whom? attached?):

19, . Previous experience with this species: '
Extensive, Many seen out west. Also seen on two occasions in the Monroe area.
20. Identification aids: (list books, illustrations, other birders, etc, used in identification):
a. at time of observation:
none .
~h.” after observation:— -—— - oo o - -
none _ .
21. ‘This description is written from:XX__notes made during thé observation; notes made
after the observation (date: ); ____memory. -
22. Are you positive of your ide atian (if not, then explain)?:

23. Ss;;iature of reporter:____ D%\_’_ 5__/ 2 / 4.? (&% *6,)4'( j

{date)




