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LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
REPORT FORM

Common and scientific name: Curlew Sandpiper (Caladris ferruginea)

Number of individuals, sexes, ages, general plumage: 1 bird in adult transitional
plumage, molting from alternate to basic plumage

Locality: State (Louisiana) Parish: Vermilion

Exact Location: Hwy 14; .5 mile west of Hwy 709 between Kaplan and Gueydah. In
Field south of Hwy. 14.

Date(s) seen: August 17, 1997

Time(s) of day seen: 12:45-1:30 pm and 3:15-3:30 pm

. - Reporting observer and address: Phillip Wallace

4515 S. Prieur St.
New Orleans, LA 70125-5044

Other observers accompanying reporter who also identified the bird:
Mac Myers discovered and identified the bird.

Other observers who independently identified the bird: Mike Musemeche saw the
bird on Aug. 18. '

Light conditions: Good light; partly cloudy to sunny.
Optical equipment: Bushnell Spacemaster 22x
Distance to the bird: 60-200 yards

Durafion of observation: 45 minutes and 15 minutes

Habitat (general and specific): Fallow fields with some grass and much dried mud;
some water in ditches in the field.

Behavior: Feeding and flying.

Description:

Size 1.5 to 2 times the size of adjacent peeps (Semipalms and Westerns). Slightly less
bulky than adjacent Killdeer. Shorter legs than adjacent Stilt Sandpiper.

Bill All dark; length 1.5 times distance from nape to bill base; decurved; distal one-
quarter of the bill was very fine.
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Legs All dark.

Side of Face Pale with a pale supercilium.

Throat and Upper Breast Pale; off-white

Midbreast to Belly Deep reddish-cinnamon, paler peripherally; paler cinnamon
extended up onto the sides of the neck.

Lower Belly to Vent Whitish; some dark spots or streaks on the undertail coverts.
Rump In flight it showed an all-white rump.

Voice: None

Similar species and how they were eliminated: Bill shape and reddish on the
underparts eliminate all other species. Rump pattern further separates it from Dunlin.
Stilt Sandpiper further separated by leg length and color in side-by-side comparison.
Photographs? Slides by Wallace accompany this report. Myers also has slides.

Previous experience with this species: None

Aids used in identification:
a) at time of observation: NGS Guide

b) after observation: Shorebirds, Marchant and Prater; Kaufman, "Curlew
Sandpiper and its I.D. Contenders," American Birds, Vol. 44, No. 2.

This description written from: ___x  notes made during observation;
notes made after observation; from memory.

Signature of reporter: @ - (A) Gﬂﬂ"""‘

Date and time of writing this accoufit: November 26, 1997
- 9:00 pm
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LOUTSIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
REPORT FORM

This form is 1ntended as a convenience in reportlng observatlons of unusual
birds. It may be used flexibly and need not be used at all. Leave blank any details
‘not observed. Attach additional sheets if necessary. Please print or type. Attach
drawings, photographys, etc.; include all photos if an obscurely marked species. When
completed, mall to the Secretary of the e LOS Bird Records Committee.
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14. Behav1or (flylng, feedlng, resting, etc., 1nclude and stress any hablts used in
identification): :
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15, Description (Include only what was actually seen, not what ”should” have been seen.
. Include if possible: total length; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, and leg character-
" istics; color and pattern ‘of plumage, - etc, Stress fleld marks)
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19. Previous experience with this species:
! nly | ' _
Drde eyporrence with confusian condidifes— Sh1F Sordppar Donhn, e7.
20. Aids: List books, illustrationms, birders, etc. used in identification
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