LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
REPORT FORM

This form is intended as z convenience in reporting observations of unusual
birds. It may be used flexibly and need not be used at all. Leave blank any details
not observed. Attach additional sheets if necessary. Please print or type. Attach
drawings, photographys, etc.; include all photos if an obscurely marked species. When
completed, mail to the Secretary of the LOS Bird Records Committee,

. 1., Common and scientific name:
2

Number of individuals, sexes, ages, general plumage (e.g. 2ad. in breeding plum-
age): /

3. Locality: Louisiana: Kﬂg.w/ /g/\/\e ffjaaa/ Parish: L/c; )éf".fof‘ (m“fA
W€f7L 5"6/ i€, Eatncace ;e,#f&..r
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7. QOther cbservers accompanying reporter who also identified the bird
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8. Other observers who independently identified the bird:

m. a.é. /47(&*
9. Light conditions (position of bird in relation to shade and to direction and amount
of light):
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10. - Optical equipment (type, power, condition): /p x4&o laisc

11. Distance to bird: 270 A
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" 14. Behavior (flying, feeding, resting, etc.; include and stress any habits used in

identificatiqn):
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Low ﬂ(‘o/f/é‘ ~ :

15. Description (Include only what was actually seen, not what "should" have been seen.
Include i1f possible: total length; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, and leg character-
istics; color and pattern of plumage, etc. Stress field marks) -
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Louisiana Ornithological Soctety's
 LOUISIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
Report Form

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on the
Louisiana Bird Records Committee (LBRC) Review List.. The LBRC recommends the use of this
form or a similar format when submitting records for review {io assure that all pertinent
information is accounted for}. mmmmuwmm Please print ot fype.
Attach xerox of field notes, drawings, photographs, or 1ape recordings, if available. Include all
photos for more obscurely marked species. When completed, mail to Secretary, Louisiana Bird

Records Committes, c/o Museum of Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State
University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-3218.

1. English and Scientific names: -King Eider (Somateria spectabilis)

2. Number of individuais, sexes, 'ages, general pjumage {e.g., 2 in alternate
plumage). one subadult male

3. Loeallty: LOUISIANA: Plaguemines
L : (parish)
Grande Terre, rock jetty at USFWS building

(specific locality)

4. Date(s} w.hen. observed: Abril 20, 1094 '

5. Time(s) of day when observed: 1015 to 1030

»

6. ‘Reporting observer and address:
. Jim Holmes - (504) 892-6714
801 Dove Park Rd.
. Covington, LA 70433
7. Other observers accompanying reporter who also identified the bird(s):

Nancy Newfield, Roger Breedlove, and Birgit Berger

8. Other observers who independently identified the. bird{s):

e e —

previously seen an identified by many observers including
_ David Muth and Curt Sorrels on April 15, 1994 _
9. Light conditions (position of bird in relation to shade and 1o direction and amount of .
light): fair, mostly cloudy

10. Optical equipment (ype, power, condition):
Bausch & Lomb Elite binoculars, 8x42, Zin good condition

411. Distance to bird(s):
10 to 30 feet

12. Duratlon of observation: ,
15 minutes

13. Habilat: .o jetty off of Grande.Térre going into BaratarialBay



14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

18.

20.

21.

“22.

23.

Cetcbr 1907

Behavior of bird / circumstances of observation (flying, feeding, resting;
include and stress habits used in identification; relate events surrounding observation):

The bird was watched while it rested on a rock.

Description (include only what was aciually seen, not what “should” have been seen;
inciude if possibly: total length/relative size compared to other familiar species, body
bulk, shape, proportions, bill, eye, leg, and plumage characteristics. Stress features

that separate it from similar species): | '

see attached description

Voice: ot heard

Similar species (include how they were eiiminated by your observation): -
1) Common Eider- This species is ruled out by shape and color of: bill and
head shape and coloration.

Photographs or tape recordings obtained? (by whom? attached?):
Slides are included. (by Jim Holmes)
Previous experfence with this species:
I have seen the species on two prior occasions:
1)A subadult male at Ocean City, MD on 12/93
2)Two adult males and a female at Chesapeake Bay Bridge and Tunnel
on 1/94 '

Identification aids: (list books, illustrations, other birders, etc. used in
identification):
a. at time of observation; None

b. aﬂer aobservation: None
This description is written from: notes made  during the observation

{ notes attached?);_x notes made after the observation (date: 4/20 );
memory.

Are you positive of your identification If not, expiain: yes

Signature of reporter; May 20, 1994 (1800)
(date) {time)




KING EIDER (Somateria spectabilis)

April 20,1994
Grande Terre, LA
Observers: Jim Holmes, Roger Breedlove, Nancy Newfield, Birgit Berger

Description:

This bird was known to be present for several days. It was located on the rock

jetty on the north side of Grande Terre. We approached the bird in a boat as it sat on a
rock and took several photographs. The bird never flew.

General: A large sea-duck in a heavy stage of molt allowing close approach by boat.
Bill: The nail was gray. The bill from the nail to the nostril {including the area from the

Head:

Chest:

nostril to the gape) was bright orange approaching red. From the nostril upwards

* the bill was more orange. Bill shape showed only a slight indentation at the gape.

The head shape showed a slight bulge outward at the forehead and a flat crown.
The forehead, crown, and nape were light brown, becoming darker farther down
the nape. The junction of the bill and the forehead was dark. The eye was
smudged black. The rest of the face (loral spot and ear coverts) and throat were
white.

The chest was white. There was a thin line of dark brown feathers forming a circle
around the base of the neck/upper chest. The lower chest had a thick semicircular
line of dark feathers across it. This line separated the white chest from what
appeared to be a creamy colored belly. The belly was difficult to observe as the
bird sat on the rock for the entire observation and the belly was poorly exposed.

Back: Mainly black.

Wings:

Rump:

At rest, they were mainly black with a scattering of brownish feathers. The
primaries were heavily molted.
Black.

Tail: Heavily molted.
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LOUISTIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

B o]

REPORT FORM

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on
the LBRC Review List, The LBRC recommends the use of this form or this format when
submitting records for review (to assure that all information involving an observation
is accounted for). Attach additional sheets if necessary. Please print or type.
Attach drawings, photographs, or tape recordings, if available. Include all photos if
an obscurely marked species. When completed, mail to: LBRC Secretary, ¢/o Museum of
Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA
70803-3216.

1. English and scientific name: /,6.)13 E['J@Y" (Somaffm'a S/O'fcﬁé”/hf)

2. Number of indivi’duals, sexes, ages, general plujge (e.g., 2ad. in breeding
plumage): / immm f e,/mngfng Fo a ' '
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4, Date(s) when seen: 4/.;2 ? /? L/
5. Times of day when seen: 230 - o‘l:4~5' /(OM
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8. Other observers who independently identified the bird:
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9. Light conditions (position of bird in relation hade and to direction and .
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10. Optical equipment (type, power, conditiom):
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1l. Distance to bird: £ 20 ;

12, Duration of observation: /\ﬁd n ]/J&L?LE;_{ —_
13. Habitat: (S, [ f Roe k TeTties
Bag
14. Behavior (flying, feeding, resting, etc. — include and stress any habits used in
identlfication):Oé Sey‘/_&J €5 %/ 17 I A o CZ 6;,] 7L/ l’f’ 7’(/77 '€
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' 15. Description (Include only what was actually seen, not what "should" have been
seen). Include if possible: total length or relative size compared to other
specles present or familiar species; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, leg and plumage
characteristics. Stress features Ejnat separate it: from similj species
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16. Voice: 5/ /'Cq]L-
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17. Similar species (include how they are eliminated by your observations):
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18. Photographs or tape recordings obtained (By whom? Attac‘,id?):
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19, Previous experience with this species
Nene
20. Aids: List books, llustrations birders, etc. used in identification:

a) at time of observation /Vbﬂ‘f, #QQ/ a /r%% ? f«lrec! S’IIJC.F’
€ o
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21. This description written from: notes made dyg,observation, ____notes
made after observation (date: ) memory.

22. Are you positive of your identification? &'C-.S. If not, explain:

23. Signature of reporter: W g/‘ %

24, Date and time of writing this account:

5///¢ /0 PM




LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
LOUISIANA.BIRD RECORDS COMMITTIEE

REPORT FORM

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on
the LBRC Review List. The LBRC recommends the use of this form or this format when
submitting records for review (to assure that all information involving an observation
is accounted for). Attach additional sheets if necessary. Please print or type.
Attach drawings, photographs, or tape recordings, if available. Include all photos if
an obscurely marked species. When completed, mail to: LBRC Secretary, c/o Museum of
Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA
70803-3216. '

1. ﬁnglish and scientific name: KpN(; I DER C/_?Mu{q W)

2, Number of individuals, sexes, ages, general plumage (e 2., 2ad. in breeding

plgmage) [ —AEvin., IMALE
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Ceapip Erre
specific locality
4. Date(s) when seen: QI’JQIL 29 . }c;}gﬁ/(
5. Times of day when seent: 2 : [5,2’5@glf7_ﬁq_ CCDT)_
6.. Reporting observer and address: \J = h(};ﬁrhan?ﬂf o
1913 #lpsveens Hitl

Baror Covee, LA 70617
7 Other observers accompanying reporter who also identified the bird:
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8. Other observers who independently identified the bird: ﬂ4 OE
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‘9, Light conditions (position of bird in relation to shade and to direction and
amount of light): _. .S{//J AT oV RAcK ; G OED Cor,

10, Opti.cal equipment (type, powe'r, condition): 25/55 DX ¥ Ernooe. (—é;‘)c}b)
11, Distance to bird: | | |
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12. Duration of observation:
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14. Behavior (flying, feeding, resting, etc. =~ include and stress any habits used in
identification): '
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Descrigtion (Include only what was actually seen, not what "should" have be i
seen). Include if possible: total length or trelative size compared to othe
species present or familiar species; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, leg and plumage
characteristics, Stress features that separate it from similar species:
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16, Voice: .
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17. Similar species (include how they are eliminated by your observations)
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18. Photographs or tape recordings obtained {By whom? Attached?):
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19. Previous experience with this species:
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20. Aids: List books, illustrations, birders,_etc. ‘used in identification:
a) at time of observation: /bé%T} é;fz%Br
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21, This description written from: notes made during observation, ' notes
made after observation (date: ); MEMOTY »

22, Are you positive of your identification? Eff*. If not, explain:
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REPORT TO THE
LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Common and scientific name:

King Eider, Somaleria spectabilis

Number of individuals seen, sexes, ages, general plumage, etc.

One male bird in the process of molting, part way between eclipse or immature
and adult / breedlng plumage

Locality:

The western of two rock jetties bordering the channel that leads to the Wildiife and
Fisheries lab on the north side of Grand Terre, Jefferson Parish, LA

Date(s) when seen:

7 May 1994

Times of day when seen:

About 8:30 AM

Reporting observer and address:

John P. Sevenair, 325 Stafford Place, New Orleans LA 70124

. Other observers accompanying reporter who also identified the bird:

Nancy Newfield, Melvin Weber, Tom Sylvest, Birgit Berger

Other observers who independently identified the bird:

Many; the bird was a well-known stakeout. It was apparently first discovered by
Wildlife and Fisheries personnel.

Light conditions (posifion of bird in relation to shade and amount of light):

The weather was partly cloudy '

Optical équipment:

Zeiss 7x42 binoculars.

Distance to bird:

20" to 40'

Duration of observation:

About ten minutes

Habitat (general and specific):

Rocks of a jetty in Barataria Bay and waters |mmed|ate|y adjacent.

Behavior (flying, feeding, resting, etc.; include and stress any habits used in identification):
When first seen the bird was standing on the rocks of the jetty. Perhaps slightly
disturbed by our close approach in a boat, he jumped into the water and swam
parallel to the jetty on its west side. At one point he stretched upward and flapped
his wings as if exercising wing muscles.

Description (Include what was actually seen, not what should have been seen. Include if
possible: total length; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, and leg charactenstlcs color and pattern of
plumage, etc.

This bird is a large duck, much larger and bulkier than nearby laughing gulls.
The bill was thick at the base, tapering to a "nail" at the tip. A portion of the bill
extended back on the face, upward toward the eye. The nail was light brown, the
main part of the bill was a red or red-orange color, and the portion of the bill near
the eye was a bright orange. The forehead was slightly convex, bulging in front of
the eye.

The top of the head down to below the eye and back to the nape of the neck
were brown, and appeared to be slightly iridescent, or perhaps mixed with a paler
color. The lower part of the face, the throat, the neck from the nape down, and the



- entire breast were almost completely white. There was a small black smudge

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.

21,

22,

23.

24,

leading down and forward from the eye, below the orange extension of the bill.
There was also some smudgy black around the neck, almost like a collar.

The back, the sides, and the upper surfaces of the wings were mostly brown
with a few white streaks. When the bird flapped its wings it was evident that he
was in heavy molt; he had very littie in the way of primaries and secondaries.
Voice:

Not heard

Similar species (include how they were eliminated by your observauons)

The extension of the bill back into the face toward the eye is found in the Common
Eider and the King Eider. The bill color is that of a King Eider rather than a
Common Eider.

Photographs:

| took several slides with a 70 mm lens. The enclosed photo is was made from
one of these slides, very much magnified. The slides are available on request,
though | suspect that this is a much-photographed bird.

Previous experience with this species:

| saw a somewhat similar bird in the Atlantic Ocean off Cape Cod in the winter of
1984, _

Aids: List books, illustrations, birders, etc. used in 1dent1f1cat10n

a) At the time of observauon

None :

b) After observation:

The National Geographic Society's Field Guide to the Birds of North America,
second edition.

This description written from: .- X . Notes made during obsewatlon ——=- notes made-afier
observation; _x memory. :
A copy of the notes is enclosed.

Are you positive of your identification? _yes = If not, explain:

Signature of reporter:

Date and time of writing this account:
The first draft was completed at 5:30 PM on 7 May 1994. A few notes (especially
under #18 above) were added on 23 August 1994 after the photo came back.
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