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LO_UISVIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMlTTEE
Report Form '

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on the
Louisiana Bird Records Committee (LBRC) Review List. The LBRC recommends the use of this
form or a similar format when submitting records for review (to assure that all pertinent
information is accounted for). Mmmumgmﬁ_nmﬁisﬂm Piease print or type.
Attach xerox of field notes, drawings, photographs, or tape recordings, if available. Include all
photos for more obscurely marked species. When compieted, mail to Secretary, Louisiana Bird
Records Committes, c/o Museum of Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State
University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-3216. ' ‘

1. English - and Scientific names:
Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)

2. Number of Individuals, sexes, ages, general plumage (e.g., 2 in alternate
plumage): 1 subadult

3.  Locallty; LOUISIANA; Jefferson Davis Par.

b 1Y 72 Xl L ) {(parish} ’
1}“ }’% @ 02"?/ junction Hwys. 99 and 380, south of Welsh and west
v« of Thornwell ' (specific locality)

4, Date(s) when ocbserved: ' :

: 28 October 1994
5, Time(s) of day when o served: '

\H{; - r;)_‘.:p o 13:45-14:15

6. He.portlng observer and address: ponna L. Dittmann

Steven W. Cardiff
Museum of Natural Science
Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge

7. Other observers accompanying reporter who also identifled the bird(s):
‘ None T i |

8. Other_ observers whc;-l-n'dependen.t.'y identifled the bird(s)::

None that we know of

9. Light conditions {position of bird in relation to shade and to direction and amount of

light):
ght) see #13 below

10. ~ Optlcal equipment (lype, power, condition):
10 X 42 Leica binoculars, KOWA TSN-4 scope with 20-60X zoom lens

11. Dlstance to blrd(s): .one as close as 200 m, but usually farther, +/-
300-1000 m
12. Duratlon of observation:

30 minutes

13. Habltat: flying over cut and uncut ricefield complex, We were at hwy.

' jct. Eagle was due west and would repeatedly cover a distance of 1/2-1 mi
north and south, always gliding and soaring, occasionally stooping at floc
of Gr. White-fronted Geese. 3Sun was high and to SW of us, so we had good
looks whenever the bird was toward the northwest of our position. As the
bird would move to the south, it became progressively more backlit and

- glary. Weather clear, light wind. '




14. Behavior of bird / clreumstances of observation (flying, feeding, resting:
include and stress habits used in identification; relate events surrounding observation):

see #13 above

15.  Descriptlon (inciude only what was actually ‘seen, not what “should” have been seen;
include if possibiy: total length/relative size compared to other famiiiar species, body
bulk, shape, proportions, bill, eye, leg, and plumage characteristics. Stress features
that separate it from similar species); - see attached page '

sketch made during observation by DLD
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16. Volce:

did not call - : o , Yoscee.
" ‘ : ) . ’ £ pSnt
o . 17.  Similar species {include how they were eliminated by your ‘observation):
e : ‘ plumage and size rule-out dark morph Buteos -
Bald Eagle larger, much broader wings, more massive bill, and would have
i i t ut pl e.
18. 'ﬁ?.%?oé}:é’ﬁ’ﬁ‘a/ W-:}vlt;' ?Spreu?FaE:]in'%ﬁ\ggl rool:%g%lnoed? P (gl}laéhom? attached?):
1-2 distant photos taken, not developed as of this writing.
19. Previous experience with this specles:

Extensive in W. USA, SWC's 3rd LA observation,. DLD's 4t_h LA observation.

20, Identification aids: (list books, Hlustrations, other birders, etc. used in
identification): )
a. at time of observation: None

b, after observation: ygpe

21. This description Is written from: X fhotes made during the observation
{X notes attached?); notes made after the observation (date: ‘B
X _memory. ‘

22, Ara you positive of your identification it not, explain:

23. Slgnature of reporier; : Uj\ Z 5 Ianuary 1995
' // {date) {time)

Ccwsber 1001




Part 15 cont'd.

Large raptor, appearing almost twice the size (at least in wing area
and totab % gth) as flying Gr. White-fronted Geese (direct comparisons).
All dark ﬁ%ggﬁ plumage except for dirty white basal 2/3 of tail (with some
scattere3 dark mottling), lighter brown or dirty white patches on the greater
upper and under secondary coverts, pale leading edge of underwing, and pale
golden brown shaggy nape feathering. Wings proportionately longer and broader
than buteos, but not as broad as Bald Eagle. Tail proportionately long and
broad, almost wedge-shaped. Dark, hooked bill proportionately small for size
of bird (e.g., not as long and massive as Bald Eagle). Details of cere, eye
color, tarsi/feet feathering/color not distinguishable. The bird was in
active or suspended wing molt, with .an obvious gap in the outer secondaries
or inner primaries, and with the outer primaries appearing paler and more
worn than the inner pairs (see sketch made at time of observation).







