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This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on
the LBRC Review List. The LBRC recommends the use of this form or this format when
submitting records for review (to assure that all information involving an observation
is accounted for). Attach additional sheets if necessary. Please print or type. :
Attach drawings, photographs, or tape recordings, if available. Include all photos if
an obscurely marked species. When completed, mail to: LBRC Secretary, c¢/o Museum of
Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA
70803-3216. : : ‘
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LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
LOUISIANA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

REPORT FORM

This. form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of species on
the LBRC Review List. The LBRC recommends the use of this form or this format when
submitting records for review (to assure that all information involving an observation
is accounted for). Attach additional sheets if necessary. Please print or type.
Attach drawings, photographs, or tape recordings, if available. TInclude all photos if
an obscurely marked species. When completed, mail to: LBRC Secretary, c¢/o Museum of
Natural Science, 119 Foster Hall, Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge’, LA
70803-3216, ' '

1. English and scientific name: Curlew Sandpiper (Calidris ferruginea)

2. Number of individuals, sexes, ages, general blumége (e.g., 2ad. in breeding
plumage): one adult in breeding plummage

3. Locality: Louisiana; Vermilion Parish, Vincent Minil-Refuge
‘ state parish

. muddy field adjacent. to_west boundary of Vincent Mini-Refuge (seée map)
: specific locality

4., Date(s) when seen:. 14 May 1991-

5. Times of day wher}."se'eﬁ: 3 45-5 : OOPM |

6. Reporting observer and address: Bill Fontenot, Lafayette Natural Hist. Mus.
637 Girard Park Drive
Lafayette, LA 70503

7 Other observers accompanying reporter who also identified the bird:

Charles Butterworth, George Broussard, Paul Conover, Henry Miller
8., Other observers who independently identified the bird:

9, Light conditions (position of bird in relation to shade and to direction and
amount of light):some backlighting problems; improving to excellent light
during periods when sun was partially obscured by clouds.

10. Optical equipment (type, power, condition): Kowa TSN-2Z Variable Power. Photos
produced using this scope lens onto. a Nikon FTN w/photo adapter

11. Distance to bird: 30-100 yds. (varied as bird moved)}. '

12. Duration of observation: 1 hr. 15 min.

13. Habitat: muddy field

14. Behavior (flying, feeding, resting, etc. = include and stress any habits used in

" Identification): flight characteristics much the same (direct w/rapid
wingbeats) as the Dunlin and White-rumped Sandpipers which this bird
associated with. In feeding, it was consistently observed to push its
bill very deeply (at least 75% of its length) into the mud. It's not
known whether this habit is typical of: the species, or was simply a
function of the food item selection on that particular day and in that
particular field.
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21.

22,

23.

24.

Description (Include only what was actually seen, not what "should™ have been
seen). Include if possible: total length or relative size compared to other
species present or familiar species; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, leg and plumage
characteristics. Stress features that separate it from similar species:

Much the same length as Dunlin with which it associated, but somewhat
slimmer, particularly in the lower breast and belly. Upper breast and
shoulders seemed broader than Dunlin, particularly when both species
were positioned facing my field of view. Rich, deep chestnut/rusty head,
throat, breast, upper belly. Lower belly and vent cream to light buff.
Legs of medium length and black. Bill completely decurved and rather
thin, especially in comparison to the stouter bill of the Dunlin which
is only mildily decurved at the very distal end of its length. Bill black.
Very apparent and eye-catching was the tawny/golden buff coloration of
the coverts and lower scapulars of the folded wing, particularly in rel-
ation to the deep chestnut/rust of adjacent parts. Upper scapulars with
%ﬁfmlnent tawny/golden- ~buff edging to produce ”Scaled” effect. (cont.)
oiLcer

N/A'_

Similar species (include how they are eliminated by your observations):

In my experience, the combination of size, coloration, and bill shape
of this bird would preclude its being confused any other shorebird.
Perhaps it may be mistaken for a Red Knot, but that species 1is decidedly
chunkier, and larger, with a much stouter, straighter bill. Red Knots
have also appeared to me to be somehow more upright in feeding posture,
compared to this bird's horizontal, almost skulking,feeding posture.

Long-billed Dowitchers are much larger and lighter colored, with much
1onger stralght bills. _

?hotographs or tape recordlngs obtained (By whom? Attached?):
by this observer, attached

Previous experlence ‘with this species None.

Aids: List books, illustrations, birders, etc. used in identification:
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a) at time of observation: "Nat. Geo. § Peterson's Eastern
7 b) after observation: Audubon 5 Master

This description written from notes made durlng observation; X notes

made after observation {(date: 14 May 1991 )y memory.
Are you positive of your identification? yes . If not, explain:

Signature of reporter /{5??2// 4;ZéZfo§2\

Date and time of writing this account: 16 May 1991, 9AM




DESCRIPTION of 14 May 1991 Curlew Sandpiper sighting (contd)

Additional field marks appeared as the bird took flight on several
different occasions. As it alternately joined in small flocks of
Dunlin and mixed flocks of Semipalmated, Western, and White-rumped
Sandpipers, its very deep, dark overall coloration made it highly
conspicuous. In flight, it displayed an immaculate white rump patch,
along with a thin but distinctive (more so than in the Dunlin or peeps)
white line along the inserts of the primaries and secondaries omn the
upper Wing.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: At least two of the 5 observers mentioned the
presence of an additional individual of this (reported) species as i
was busy photographing. They were well aware of the bird that I was
working on and of its position (at that time, about 30 yards away, and
directly in front of us) in the field. They indicated the presence of
this additional individual to be about 100 yds. to the left (south) of
the bird that I was photographing. Additionally, I received a call at
the museum at 2PM earlier in the day reporting that a birder (Rob Dobbs)
‘had located 'several’ Curlew Sandpiper in this same field somtime between
10AM and noon on 14 May. I have birded with this individual twice before
and feel that he is capable of separating most of the common resident and
migrating shorebird species in our area. Also, Butterworth and Broussard
mentioned that the bird which I was photographing was "different! in minor
details from the individual that they observed and reported from a field
/aadjoining the southern boundary of the mini-refuge on 13 May. Finally,
Paul Conover reported a movement of the bird that he and I photographed
see"A" (the same bird described in this report) into a field containing newly
belew sprouted rice and at least 3™ of water. This occurred sometime after
SPM on 14 May.
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