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Species: Ruff Philomachus pugnax

Number: 'Oné, Reeve?, Jjuv.?

Locality: Acadia Parish, La., 5 m. sse Crowley, off hwys 13&92
near Bayou Queue;derTortue.'

Date: Dec. 16 & 18, 1888.
Time: both days near sunset, about 4:30 p.m.
Reporter: David P. Muth

With Reporter: MM, AS, GS, JH Jr.; MM, AS, GS, JS
Other Observers: . :

Light: decent,_sun was sétting'behind us
Optics: 25x scope ”

Distance: 100-200 vds.

Duration: thirty minutes over the two days
Habitat: = flooded rice field, no vegetation
Behaviour: feeding; bicked and winnowed, 1n company of

yelTlowlegs,. Duniin, peeps, Short-bilied Dowitchers, a few Black-
bellied Plovers, and three Stilt Sandpipers.

Description:

A medium to large shorebird, about dowitcher size, but taller.
Bill, drab, slightly longer than L. Yellowlegs, thick at base and
tapered. Legs orangey-yeliow, quite distinctive. Coloration, plain
buffy on throat and breast, fading on belly. Feathering around
base of bill very pale, giving it a white~faced 1ook, which was
very prominent; sides of face buffy. Back medium brown with buff
feather edgings: the Tight might have emphasized this, but the
color was independent of the light (seen both davs). Tertials
askew. Tail browh, with white rump nearly bisected by peninsula
of brown feathers from the back. At a glance, looked 1ike an
exagerrated Pectoral rump with large oval white patches, but the
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white actually formed a "U". No white wing stripe.

"Bird was like a plump Up1and with a shorter heck and a dis-

-proport1onate1y small head.

Voice:

Simitar Species:
Pectoral: breast wrong; rump wrorig. Too large
Sharp-tailed: rump wrong, too large.
Upland: rump wrong, not big-eyed, plumage and habitat wrong.
both Yellowlegs: rump and plumage all wrong, shape wrong.

Photos:

Previcus Experience:

Timited

Aids: : : S
none at the time; everything relevant since.

‘Circumstance of Description:

mostly from memory

Confidence Level:

I am certain of this 1dent1f1cat10n

Si gnatur‘e W/Z_,

-?a-vz/ P

David P. Muth

Date: 2-23-89, some notes made in Dec.



