LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 89-9
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
REPORT FORM

This form is intended as a convenience in reporting observations of unusual
birds. Tt may be used flexibly and need not be used at all. Leave blank any details
_not observed. Attach additional sheets if necessary. Please print or type. Attach
drawings, photographys, etc.; include all photos if an obscurely marked species. When .
completed, mail to the Secretary of the LOS Bird Records Committee. ‘

1. Common and scientific name: /oujh- /ejje J /4/"“"'& -(Ekﬂ[ﬁ-ﬁ @_‘M‘P‘* s)

2. Number4?f‘}qgividuals, sexes, ages, general plumage (e.g. 2ad. in breeding plum—
age): Ad £ ] :

3. Locality: Louisiana: Oclegis Parish: /{/p(% ol Bl d Zzulma
neay s Ok Lslond , i i

4. Date(s) wWhen seen: Z¢ beec /788

5. Times of day when seen: §/'00~3F/& M.

6. Reporting observer and address:.

gou/ /%(,./j(\e“?'Z!.ﬁ/

7. Other observers accbmpanying reporter who also identified the bird:

Tohn Sevenaiv - , ‘
8. Other observers who independently identified the bird:

9. Light conditions {position of bird in relation to shade and to direction and amount
of light): Excellent - Sawr bebind observers 1 weghern sEY - byr 4 %rs_'?Lhz" Cis#

10. Optical equipment (type, power, condition):

: Snusch £ Lomdb 20%X Spe7rivég ScopE

.11, Distance to bird: c.. rHo m . -
12. Duration of observation:cs. 30 sec for Sevenau, ca, I mom. Tgr e ez re
13, Habitat {general and specific):

EC(E:: ﬁ’f fresh marsh : (‘juhcs@bu' 07£ ‘wwed ¢ tmarch D and "](;'*6‘5}’ “mareh

14. Behavior (flying, feeding, resting, etc.} include and étréss.any habits_ﬁsed in
- identification): /S.r‘{'%rs?‘" -55)1-;1-&0/ /::eréa):c/ @_I":.ij_ ,:97{ mgfrs/;q-_ lo ey 7(‘/2550 _Ol/‘-"""_‘
macsh whepe 4 ans observdd Hovering over marsh before being afticked av

ché.ﬂ‘écf &&L)Lti[ Votews !5)/ v g{c{,‘_/yl ﬁ /Kg'y ié(s.’l"'br /ﬁérr—[;(

15. Description (Include only what was actually seen, not what "should" have been -seen.
Include 1if possible: total length; body bulk; shape, bill, eye, and leg character- .
istics; color and pattern of plumage, :etc. Stress field marks): :

_ 56{ & ‘/"‘/“"‘fféﬁ J o scwesion awed Fl;j-lt.‘,-&_



16. Voice: S S . : o S -

17. Similar Epécies (include how they are eliminated by your observations): L
See a?”?lﬂ-r/ﬂ-&cfj dicecwss o ) - ) , T

18, . PhotograEhs (Was it photographed? By whom? Attached?):
/l/dhf«“ ‘/—a,/{elq A

19. Previous experience with this species: . . . :
e kenz e fa-.mv'/ér%gcfu/# awce] it matere /15/;‘/ /Oﬁese l.éfr_c/s i /776«”)//4”&/
/%é;iézl at /g/acé_a/av—/er Ml?/—/f‘aha/.m /J/r/& He cq 10 Dorchester Coan 7‘;/ /77/ w hev e
§/;€¢./:¢5 s D][‘]L.ﬁﬂ Cpésfrvﬁ.cfl /5 S/m,‘ér v s }4_75 .071: 541_5‘ 055:?;('-/4}49_.»,; :
20. Aids: List books, illustrations, birders, etec. used in identification
a) at time of observation;

b) -after observation: see attacthed Lt

21. This description written from: .~ notes made during observation; _+~ notes
made after observation; _ memory. _
22. Are you positive of your identification? )Qs . If not, explain:

24. Date and time of writing this account:

23. Signature of reporter:;ézvé;;ﬁ%'4€zibﬁp/ .

28 Dec /788




Details for light phase Rough-legged Hawk observed on the New Drleans
CBC 26 Dec. 1988, by Paul Mc Kenzie and John Sevenair.

This bird was first spotted perched on a dead tree at the edge of a
fresh marsh. The havk was a large buteo with a conspicuous blackish
area from the middle of the breast to the approximate junction of the
legs with the lower belly (Fig. 1) (seen by both McKenzie and Sevenair).
This area contrasted with the lightly streaked upper breast. Because
the bird was "haunched® down on its pefch, the feathersd tarsi were not
visibie. The degree of contrast on the breast suggested a bhird in
immature plumage or an adult female; adult males usually show less of a
contrast. Head appeared . brownish with some streaking. When the bird
flew from its perch, MNMcKenzie kept the bird in view with the spotting
scope and got excellent dorsal and ventral views as the bird cirgled
over the marsh then hovered over the marsh before being attacked and
chased off by an adult male Northern Harrier. In flight the bird
appeared to be a large, lanky, angular buteo with long wings and tail.
The bird had broader and longer wings than the harassing harrier. The
bird appeared larger than a Red-tailed Hawk with longer wings and longer
tail. When circling over the marsh, the bird held its wings in a
diehedral and the follovwing field notes were taken on the ventral view
of the bird: 1) the primaries were whitish with conspicuous blackish
tips, 2) the conspicuous blackish carpal patches contrasted wtih the
whitish primaries and lightly streaked wing linings, 3) the wing linings
lacked patalgial marks, 4) the long tail was mositly white with a broad
blackish subterminal band, 3) the terminal band was very thin and
appeared whitish, &) a faint, indistinct dark band appeared anterior to
the dark subterminal band, and 7) the lightly streaked upper breast and
undertail coverts contrasted with the blackish belly- this gave the bird
the impression that the blackish area was situated in the approximate
middle of the bird (Fig. 1).

While hovering over the marsh, the following field notes were taken
on the dorsal view of the bird: 1) a whitish patch was present at the
base of the outer primaries and contrasted with the brownish wings and
back, and 2) the long tail was wmostly white with 2 bread, blackish
subterminal band.

Similar species

Red-tailed Hawks are smaller with shorter wings and  tail.
Different light celored morphs of the Red-tailed Hawk that have = belly
band usuwally have patalgial markings on the wing linings and never have
the combination of blackish belly, conspicuous blackish carpal patches,
and whitish tail with broad blackish subterminal band. Adult eastern
Redtails have solid reddish tails, and immatures have +tails that are
finely streaked throughout their length. Krider’s and Fuertes’ color
morphs lack the blackish belly and broad blackish subterminal band on
the tail.

Light phase Swainson's Hawks have similar flight but have glimmer
wings, the flight feathers are conspicuously darker than the underwing
linings, and the birds lack the blackish carpal patches, blackish belly
area, and white tail with broad blackish subterminal band.

Light phase Ferruginous Hawks often hold their wings above the
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horizon and show similar whitish patches at the base of the primaries
(in a dorsal view), but they are slightly larger with chestnut thighs
{adults) and all white +tail (ventral view of adults), Adult and
immature light phase Ferruginous Hawks lack the blackish belly band,
have less conspicuous carpal patches, and lack the prominent blackish
subterminal band on the tail.

Hote: I am not exactly sure vhat the correct age and sex of the bird
is. This is an extremely variable sapecies (personal experience in
Maryland), with many intergradations between light phase and dark phase
birds. Additionelly, there iz a conspicuoug lack of agreement on field
marks for various plumages in many field guides. David Evans, who has
extensively studied Rough-legs during migration at Duluth, Minnesota,
states {(1983) regarding light phase, adult Rough-legs, "the tszil is
usually white at the base, sometimes with dark spotting or incomplete
bars, and has a broad subterminal band and a white tip. Adult light
phase males often have a larger, vhite basal area with 2 or 3
vell-defined, dark subterminal bands. Light phase iwmatures have ... a
gingle blackish subterminal tail band". Based on the degree of contrast
of the blackish belly and the upper breast of the bird of this report, I
would say that the bird is probably an adult female. Notwithstanding
the attempt to age and sex this bird, the combination of size, behavior,
flight profile, and the presence of a blackish belly band, prominent
blackish carpal patches, and a whitish tail with a broad, blackish
subterminal band, identifies this bird unquestionably as a light phase
Rough-legged Hawk.

Books examined:

Clark, W.5., and B.X. Wheeler. 1987. Hawks. Houghton Hifflin'Co.,
Boston, Mass. 198pp.

Dunne, P., D. Sibley, and C. Sutton. 1988. Hawks in flight. Houghton
Mifflin Co., Boston, Mass. 254pp.

Evans, D.L. 1%983. Pp. 252-263 in The Audubon Society waster guide %o
birding, Vol. 1, J. Farrand, Jr., ed. Alfred A. Knofp, New York.
447pp.

National Geographic Society. 1983. Field guide to birds of North
Awerica. Hational Geographic Society, Wash., D.C. 464pp.

Peterson, R.T. 15980. A field guide to the birds. Houghton Mifflin
Co., Boston, Mass. 384pp.

Robbins, C.S5., B. Bruun, and H.S. Zim. 1966. A guide to field
identification birds of North America. Western Publ. Co., Inc.
New York. 340pp.
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LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Validation Form

Record number: 9':("'? ' Species: ‘QOLL_SL.—'LCfI(d»e// H‘dwlé

Reject; origin questionable:
Reject; indentification questionable:

Committee member: YA uTH Date of Review:"f‘z‘f'ép?:

Circulation: First: 4 H Second: H Thirél: .

Decision: N |
Accept: o A Az<_epl£':COW5M) S

Comments (please type or print):
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(Use reverse side for addition comments, if necessary)



LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
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Record number: 89-9 Species: Rough~legged Hawk

Committee member: bonna L. Dittmann
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Reject; indentification questionable:
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noteworthy records by photographs (or specimens).
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LOUISIANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
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LOUISTANA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Validation Form
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* Louisians Qrnithological Society’ -
Bird Records Committee” - |
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