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SUMMARY
OF SEASONAL
OCCURRENCES

IN PREPARING the following charts (Table 3), I have attempted to show
in condensed form the seasons or periods of occurrence and the approximate
relative abundance of the 411 species of birds that are known to have oc-
curred in Louisiana. Although this graphic presentation provides a quick ref-
erence to many useful data, it cannot portray all the facts that may be desired.
I have made no attempt to indicate the fine degrees of abundance among the
various species. The top category, “common to abundant, at least locally,”
includes many shades of commonness. It includes not only the Red-winged
Blackbird, which sometimes blackens the rice fields, but also the Belted
Kingfisher, which is widespread and conspicuous along our bayous and
streams but which is seldom seen by a single observer in numbers of more
than a dozen in the course of a day. Variations in the relative abundance of a
bird in its different habitats and variations in a bird’s abundance in different
parts of the state are often very great. Although the Seaside Sparrow, for
example, is entirely absent in all the inland parishes of the state, it is abun-
dant in its one habitat, the salt marshes of the coast. I have, therefore,
designated it as “common.” Neither can the charts tell much about the year-
to-year fluctuations in the numbers of a given species. The Red-breasted Nut-
hatch inundated the state in 1940, and to a lesser extent in 1941, in numbers
that would have placed it high in the top category. Yet it has been all but
absent in some years since the big invasion. Consequently, I have felt
obliged to class it with the “very rare or irregular” species.

In a further attempt to overcome some of these difficulties, I have
shown the status of each bird in the state as a whole (top line by each
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species ), as well as its status in the Baton Rouge area (second line), which
is interpreted here to include East and West Baton Rouge, East and West
Feliciana, Pointe Coupee, Iberville, and Ascension parishes. The Baton
Rouge area may not be regarded as truly indicative of the situation with
respect to all inland localities, but at least it is noncoastal. Moreover, the
Baton Rouge area happens to be one of the few areas in the interior of the
state where there has been fairly complete coverage over a long number of
years. An ideal arrangement, of course, would have been to have had four
lines for each species: one for a strictly coastal locality, one for an area in the
central-southern part of the state, one for an area in northern Louisiana, and,
finally, a line summarizing the data for the state as a whole.

The numbers on the charts are the extreme dates of arrival and de-
parture based on carefully sifted records in the literature or on file in the
LSU Museumn of Zoology. They cover the period from the time of Audubon
to March 1, 1974. Birds definitely known to breed in the state are indicated
by a star after the name. Proof of breeding in the state is based on the dis-
covery of an actual nest with eggs or with young, but the detection of juve-
niles barely capable of flight is also considered sufficient. In the case of sev-
eral species such unimpeachable evidence of breeding in Louisiana is still
lacking, although the birds in question almost surely do so.

Observations that extend any of the migration dates or the seasons of
occurrence, as well as any new information relating to the birds of Louisi-
ana, should be transmitted along with full particulars to the LSU Museum
of Zoology in order that the new facts may be put on file for future use by
anyone who is interested. This does not mean to imply that every sight rec-
ord of a bird that comes into the museum is automatically accepted and
used. Sight records of birds are particularly subject to error, even when
made by the most competent ornithologist. Consequently, to be of value
they should invariably be accompanied by full supporting details. Scien-
tific data of any sort must always be subject to the closest scrutiny and to the
most rigid tests of their validity. Science is truth. When we seek the truth, we
must always demand unimpeachable evidence.



Table 3 Charts Showing the Seasonal Occurrence of Louisiana Birds

- Common to abundant, at least locally. sene :’/:{ rare or irregular; not found every

- Uncommon or only moderately common, or even every month during its

: season, sometimes skipping a year or
but found regularly in smaller numbers, more, but whin b ¢ possibly lo-

# Rare; found infrequently, not every day, cally common for a short period.
‘ but to be expected, particularly at certain
times of the year. %  Breeding known.

Note: The first line by each species shows the status of the bird in the state as a whole; the second line shows
the status in the Baton Rouge area as geographically defined on page 506. One species, the Purple Sandpiper,
was recorded for the first time in Louisiana too late to be included in the charts (see page 315).
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SPECIES JAN /FEB/MAR/APR/MAY/JUN/ JUL /AUG/SEP/OCT/NOV/DEC
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